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C Chair
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The Revd Canon Eleanor Goodison and
Revd John McCracken are ex-officio
members of each Parochial Church
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Letters to (andfrom) the Editor

Cheers, Syleham & Wingfield!
Three thank-you letters
for all your great fundraising

A big thank-you to Julie Thompson and
everyone at Syleham & Wingfield village
hall for the recent fundraising quiz in
support of Village Voice. The evening
was great fun, and much appreciated - a
real help in keeping Village Voice going
strong.

Lesley Balian

Just a note to thank Village Voice for the
publicity and also the people who
supported two recent events at Syleham
and Wingfield village hall.

There was a good turnout to listen to our
local historian Stephen Poulter on his
research into the Syleham Hall mansion
that was destroyed by fire in 1919. He
traced records back to Medieval times.
Donations towards the village hall
totalled £264.

Local band ‘Herding Cats’ performed on
Oct 11th and on the night the on-going
appeal to purchase the Ocean Lake by
The Harold Dean Charity was explained,
including displays. A collection towards
the appeal raised £360.

Many thanks to all who supported.
Roy Goodwin

Syleham village hall have generously
supported our fundraising to further
develop the Stradbroke tennis club.

Over £500 has been raised, which has
bought junior rackets, nets and tennis
balls. We worked with an LTA accredited
coach/instructor, and over the summer
there have been various coaching sessions
for 6-15 year olds and adult club
members.

Why not come and join us? For more
information: https//clubspark.lta.org.uk/
Stradbroke Tennis Club.

Helen Peters

Cont.



Letters to the Editor cont.

Hoxne’s 50" Harvest Breakfast

Many of us remember 1976 as the year of
the ladybirds and of course for it being a
long hot summer that seemed to go on
for ever.

For those in Hoxne it was even more
significant as the year in which the very
first Harvest Breakfast was held on the
Village Green in Low Street.

We should not let the 50" anniversary of
this wonderful event pass without
recognising all who have worked so hard
over the years to make it the huge
success that it remains to this day.

So, a big thank you to Carole Smith and
of course Alan for conceiving the idea of
a Harvest Breakfast and to Gill, Joan and
many others who have ensured its
rightful place in the legacy of Hoxne.

In some years the weather was not
always as pleasant as in 1976 but on only
one occasion in fifty has it been
necessary to go under cover in the village
hall. Call it divine intervention if you
will but it makes you think, doesn't it?

David Hyde
Hoxne Memories

| enjoyed Stephen Govier's article in the
last issue of Village Voice. Regarding his
point about the Scottish cattle, may | add
the following:
The Scottish cattle dealers fattened their
cows on the water meadows of the
Waveney Valley, though not necessarily
within Hoxne parish. The cattle were
driven through the village via the toll
gate at the Swan, up to the Standing at
Fairstead on the Eye Road, where they
often stayed for three or four days before
being sold.

Chris Johnson

4  Dec 25/Jan 26

Just to say a big thank you to....

...Alan Garnham, for spreading chippings
on the footpath past Nelson’s garage
once again. It makes walking so much
more pleasant and easier for us all,
especially when it has been wet. Thank
you, Alan.

...The Harvest Breakfast team for our
50" excellent annual event. It was great
to see such a good attendance again but
disappointing to see that it is always the
same old stalwarts that have to do the
work. | use the term ‘old’ advisedly as,
to keep these fine village traditions
going, there is a need for some of the
younger residents to help share the load
or Hoxne will turn into a sleepy and
boring dormitory village. Please don’t let
that happen.

Thanks to all the volunteers in Hoxne
that keep the village heart beating.

Margaret Sillis

The annual sale of Christmas
trees will be held in Hoxne
again this year, at:

Market House Drive
Low Street, Hoxne

Saturdays and Sundays
10am-12pm

6" and 7% December
13™ and 14" December

To pre-order your tree,
please call Carole Smith
01379 668210

All sale proceeds will go to
Hoxne Playingfield & Pavilion
(Reg Charity 304769)

Village Voice



MID SUFFOLK

Christmas and New Year Waste

Mid ) Suffolk

Collection Schedule 2025-26

DISTRICT
~—

Usual collection date Amended collection date Change

Monday 22 December 2025 Mo Change MNone

3 Tuesday 23 December 2025 Mo Change MNone

..E Wednesday 24 December 2025 Mo Change MNone
[1' Thursday 25 December 2025 Saturday 27 December 2025 2 days later
Friday 26 December 2025 Monday 29 December 2025 3 days later
= Monday 29 December 2025 Tuesday 30 December 2025 1 day later
g Tuesday 30 December 2025 Wednesday 31 December 2025 1 day later
'5.', Wednesday 31 December 2025 Friday 2 January 2026 2 days later
E Thursday 1 January 2026 Saturday 3 January 2026 2 days later
Friday 2 January 2026 Monday 5 January 2026 3 days later
Monday & January 2026 Tuesday 6 January 2026 1 day later
@ Tuesday 6 January 2026 Wednesday 7 January 2026 1 day later
% Wednesday 7 January 2026 Thursday 8 January 2026 1 day later
o Thursday 8 January 2026 Friday 9 January 2026 1 day later
Friday 9 January 2026 Saturday 10 January 2026 1 day later

Hello to all the children of Hoxne!

I will be making my special appearance in Hoxne again on
Christmas morning to deliver presents, with some local elves to
help with deliveries - my sack will be very full!

| expect Rudolf to land the sleigh in Denham Road at about 6am,
reaching Nuttery Vale at about 7am and Low Street about 8am.

Just in case we get lost, please can you make sure all presents are marked
with your full name, address and telephone number. You can use the label
below. Please remember to tell me if you have any visitors staying, so | can
deliver their presents too.

My friends at Aldersyde Cottage, Low Street (opposite the pump seat) are

helping me, so please drop the presents there before 18th December. They

are busy people but will be there between 9am and 11am and 3pm and 5pm
each day. Anyproblems "~~~ """ TTmTTmTTTTTT °
please telephone 01379
668636.

More address slips are I ADDRESS: .....ceetiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnneeseseese s sssssnaen.
available if you need them. 1

3"
>
<
m

Lots of love and !
Merry Christmas, from

1
1
Folh ANt :POSTCODE.

5 1 0 o TN



- Timber frame repairs.

- New oak structures

- Window repairs

- Timber doors and frames
- Listed/Historical buildings
- Lime plastering

- All aspects of carpentry

Saving the past for the future

fo) Oliver Harber Contact - 07934 007 616
L/ Email - harbercarpentry@gmail.com f

Debbie Corbyn Counselling

Person Centred Support
for
All Ages

07935 122685
debbiecorbyn9@gmail.com

* Anxiety * Stress * Low Mood * Feeling Lost
* Low Self Esteem * School Anxieties * Behaviour
* Anger Management & Attendance

Over 20 years experience

Catholic Parish of
The Most Holy Trinity
Church of St Henry Morse
Shelfanger Road, Diss IP12 4DX

Parish Priest: Father Alex Anaman
Tel: 01379 642914

Mass Times
Saturday: Vigil Mass 6pm
Sunday: 9am & 11.30am
Holy Days 10am and 6pm
Confessions: Sat 10.30 — 10.45am

(after Mass)
Please check times on the
website and in newsletters

alex.anaman@rcdea.org.uk
Web: www.sthenrymorse.com
Email: parishpriest@holytrinitydiss.com

We'’re by your side
every step of the way

& A AR s N
* Home Visits * Pre-paid Funeral Plans
* Funeral Finance  * Personal Touches
 Direct Cremation e Bereavement Support Groups
« Affordable Choices 2nd Resources

11 Exchange St, Harleston IP20 9AB
Rosedale 20 Tor 01379 853999
FUNERAL HOME 63 Vitoria R, P22 4

24nr Tei: 01379 640810

Also branches in Attieborough, Beccles,
www.rosedalefuneralhome.co.uk  Bungay, Halesworth and Wymondham.

A family business, we believe it makes a difference

6 Dec25/Jan 26

GG EVANS

Pest Control Services
07795 177695

01379 608932
info(@ggevans.co.uk

MOLES, RABBITS,
WASPS & MORE

Village Voice
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Diary Dates

Tues 2nd Dec

Coffee & Cake, SWH p16

Art Society talk, The Scoliotic Knight,
Diss p17

Thurs 4th Dec

U3A talk, La Belle Epoque, Diss p33

Fri 5th Dec

Carol Service, Red Feather Club p10
Open Mic, SWH p16

Sat 6th Dec

Film event, The Space Between Days,

Chapel Hall Arts, Fressmgfleld p10
Christmas Fair, HVH p14

6th & 7th Dec
Christmas Market, WB p9

6th - 27th Dec
Chqi1stmas Tree Festival, Hoxne church
p

Sun 7th Dec
Film & social event, The Moving Finger,
HVH p14

Tues 9th Dec
Coffee Caravan, WB p19
Phoenix Quiz, HVH p29

Wed 10th Dec
Waveney Choir Carols, Hoxne church p21

Fri 12th Dec
Film, The Salt Path, HVH p15
Karaoke, SWH p16

Sat 13th Dec

Christmas Crafternoon, Denham VH p13
Christmas Quiz, WB p8

Fressmgﬁeld Christmas Market p17
Scouts’ Santa Fun Run, Fressin gﬁeld p37
Waveney Heritage Qu12 Brockdish p31

Sun 14th - Sat 20th Dec

Art exhibition, Array, WB p8

Thurs 18th Dec

Film, It’s a Wonderful Life, WB p8

J’s Meadow get-together, Syleham, p16

Syleham Village Carol Singing, p11

Fri 19th Dec

Christmas Disco Party, Denham VH p13

Quiz, SWH p16

Sat 20th Dec

Play, A Christmas Carol, WB p8

Coffee morning, Hoxne church p21

Sun 21st Dec

Cali%ls by Candlelight, Wingfield church
P

Wed 24th Dec

Family evening, SWH p16

Thurs 25th Dec
Santa’s Christmas morning visit,
Hoxne p5

Wed 31st Dec
Big Ant’s Disco, SWH p16

Tues 6th Jan
Coffee & Cake, SWH p16

Thurs 8th Jan
U3A talk, Norfolk Blood Bikes, Diss p33

Fri 9th Jan
Karaoke, SWH p16

Sat 10th Jan
Quiz, SWH p16

Tues 13th Jan
Phoenix forensics talk, When the Dogs
Don’t Bark, HVH p29

Thurs 15th Jan

J’s Meadow, SWH p

Hoxne Garden talk Perfect Pollinators,
HVH p31

Fri 16th Jan
Games afternoon, Denham VH p13
Quiz, SWH p16

Sun 18th Jan
Panto, Red Riding Hood, HVH p10

Tues 20th Jan

Hoxne Heritage talk, Anglo-Saxon Burial
Sites, HVH p33

Arts Society talk, The Arts & Crafts
Movement, Diss p17

Rural Coffee Caravan, WB p8

Thurs 22nd Jan
Film, Bronco Bullfrog, WB p8

Thurs 29th Jan
Coffee, Craft, SWH p16

Fri 30th Jan

Bingo, SWH p16

Sat 31st Jan

Comedy, An Evening of Old Radio, WB p9

Sat 7th Feb
Panto, Red Riding Hood, WB p10
A Night at the Races, HVH p12

Fri 13th Feb
Folk, Chanters Jigge, Waveney Heritage,
Brockdish p31

Tues 17th Feb
Coffee & Pancakes, WB p19

All Church Service dates p18-19
Borderhogpa p31
Mobile Library dates p41

HPP Hoxne Playing Field & Pavilion
HVH Hoxne Village Hall

SWH Syleham & Wingfield Village Hall
WB  Wingfield Barns



Sat 20th December 7.30pm
e ‘A Christmas Carol’

Step into the magic of Christmas as

B . Mat Jones bring§
Wingfield Barns  craresoiviens  FRJTISIIIN

What’s On

th classic to lifein a
sat 1% December ?.30pm breathtaking one-man [ARUI_ (s ™
Christmas Quiz performance. With o,

o nothing but his voice i

Our popular quiz night returns, so and physicality to & )
grab a team of 4/6 and book your weave the story, Mat R[]\
table via the email or phone number  seamlessly transforms
below. Bar open. into every character - QUL

from the miserly PERFORMANCE
Ebenezer Scrooge to
the haunting Ghosts of Christmas

" " Past, Present and Future.
Sun 14™ - Sat 20™ December 10-3pm .
Tickets £21

Art exhibition ‘Array’ www.ticketsource.co.uk/vintage-
verse/t-jzamkqv

Paintings and
sculpture by a A Ay "
group of artists: Tues 20" January 10-12pm

Phil Robbi , EXHIBITION OF PAINTING AND SCULPTURE
i Withe Rural Coffee Caravan

Emma Withers, \
Gus Farnes, Will & “Making a difference to rural
communities throughout Suffolk.”

Barras, Maxwell WAXVELL PTERNOSTER

Paternoster, AT Seaienl A

Shema Ladva, - g Join us at our mobile pop-up Info

Adam Bartlett and Café — a cheery and welcoming

Lewis Campbell. space where you can relax, enjoy
coffee and cake, and connect with

Private View: others in your community. Donations
13th December 3pm-8pm apprec;at)éd%l e ]

Tickets £5pp inc nibbles on the table

CALLERY 2, WINGFIELD BARNS SUFFOLK, 1721 SKA
14 - 20T BECEMAEL 205 Q16 T 1A -

nd
Thur 18" December 7.30pm Thur 2.2 {anuary 7.30pm
Classic Cinema - Classic Cinema -

‘It’s a Wonderful Life’ ‘Bronco Bullfrog’

“Real people. Real lives. Real East
End.” Barney Platts-Mills’ Bronco
Bullfrog (1969) is a landmark of

"Every time a bell rings,
an angel gets his wings.”

Frank Capra’s It’s a Wonderful Life British cinema — a raw and honest
(1946) is now considered one of the portrait of working-class youth in
greatest films ever made — and a London’s East End. Following Del, a
timeless Christmas classic that young apprentice, and his girlfriend
reminds us of hope, kindness and the Irene, the film captures their hopes,
beauty of community. frustrations and quiet rebellion

. against the world around them.
Tickets £5
wegottickets.com/event/681482 Tickets £5 wegottickets.com/
or call 01379 384505 event/682113 or call 01379 384505

8 Dec25/Jan 26 Village Voice
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Sat 31° January 7.30pm

An Evening of (very) Old
Radio

Join us for an evening of laughter
and fascinating stories with British
comedy award-winning writer and
comedian Paul Kerensa (Miranda, Not
Going Out). Discover how the BBC
began — from its quirky origins to the
broadcasting legends it created — in
a show that informs, educates, and
entertains, in true BBC style.

Tickets from £12.50
book via www.wegottickets.com/
event/680530

YOU ARE INVITED TO

n%{/inlrisfmas
<<l
Bk

For more information, please contact
Wingfield Barns IP21 5RA
Tel: 01379 384505
Email: office.manager@wingfieldbarns.co.uk
www.wingfieldbarns.com

Village Voice

1‘ Please remember the ‘)
%= Waveney Food Bank -

You can drop off 4\‘
food donations at ’I

1 St Peter & St Paul’s Church

Y in Hoxne, or in Tesco Y

# Prefer to give online? Visit 4\‘
waveney.foodbank.org.uk

1‘ Your support is ’I

’} really appreciated, t‘

THANK YOU! @
s —S 28— 4

Your Christmas Tree

at
Hoxne Village Hall
Car park

Dec 25/Jan 26
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PUZZLE HOUSE PANTOMIMES

Puzzle House Pantomimes present i
a traditional family pantomime, RED RlDING HOOD
based on the story of A FUN-FILLED FAMILY PANTO

RED RIDING HOOD

It is fifty years since Granny Smith started
the chase that saw the evil wolves driven
out of Longfern Wood. Now, after all this
time, the leader of the pack is back! He is
determined to seek revenge on Granny
Smith’s beautiful granddaughter, known to
everyone as Red Riding Hood.

Six actors play a range of characters in a
show full of songs, live keyboard music,
thrills, spills and fun!

Each performance starts at 3.00pm. St Edmund’s Hall, Hoxne - Sunday 18th January
There are two acts, plus a short interval. Wingfield Barns - Saturday 7th February
The show will end by 4.50pm. SHoRSistaat P

All Tickets £8

Box Office: 01379 384656

For one night only‘f'_’

‘The Space
Between Days

Contemporary Film Installation
meets Live Music in Suffolk by
acclaimed filmmaker Bill Jackson

Chapel Hall Arts:in
Fressingfield 1p215QD

Sat 6" December

8

(hossbes

 CAROL SERVICE

WITH

TeDr Gltion Aomg Bk

7.30pm

Celebrate the spirit of Christmas at The Red Feather Clubs enchanting
Carol Service. Gather with family and friends to enjoy the timeless
melodies performed by the Diss Salvation Army Band that echo the joy,
warmth, and love of the season. Followed by warm mulled wine, mince pies
and refreshments in the licensed ‘Brads Bar’

The Space Between Days was
filmed over 18 months-across
London, Puglia, and the striking
landscapes of Suffolk

New sculptures by Ipswich-born
artist Gus Farnes willline the path
outside Chapel Hall Arts

Tickets: £10 (early bird) / £14.
Book online: www. tinyurl.com/
TheSpaceBetweenDays

Friday The Red Feather Club
Horham Road, Suffolk IP21 5DG
5th 7:30PM around the flagpole

December| (weather permitting)

10  Dec25/Jan 26 Village Voice
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Syleham Carol Singing
Thursday 18th December 2025

Would you like to join us carol singing? Or would you like us to sing carols for you?
We want to organise village carol singing for charity, once again, on Thursday

18th December. If you would like to sing, please let us know (669320) and come and
join us for a glass of wine and something to eat before we set off, at:

The White House Farmhouse
Whitehouse Lane, Syleham

between 6.00pm and 6.30pm

If you would like us to come and sing carols to you, please give us a ring. Last year
we raised £400 for EACH, which was fantastic. So why not come and join us this
year, or ask us to sing? We always like to welcome new people, so do get in touch;
always happy to go as far as Wingfield or Weybread!! In the letter of thanks that we
received in 2022 from the East Anglian Children's Hospice, they said: “Your support
is invaluable, as it enables us to continue delivering care to local families.”

Jane and Adrian Knott

Christmas Tree Festival

St Peter & St Paul’s Church, Hoxne
6th to 27th December

A reminder that the annual Christmas
Tree Festival will be taking place in the
church again this year and it will be for
an extended period.

In order to accommodate a special
Christmas concert on 10th December we
plan to set up on the afternoon of
Saturday 6th December and have the
trees on display until 27th December.
However, recognising that the Christmas
Fair is also being held in the village hall
on the 6th, some may wish to
continue setting up on Monday
and Tuesday 8th and 9th
December. If so, help will be
available on those days as well.

As usual we are encouraging local
- clubs, associations and families to

Village Voice

come along and decorate a
tree. A number of trees
and lights will be available
in the church from 1.00pm
on Saturday 6th December
and help will be on hand to
assist where necessary.

Please feel free to bring your own tree,
just remember any lights must be battery
powered, for reasons of safety.

We shall be sending out reminders to all
our regular supporters but if you have not
decorated a tree in the past and wish to
do so, come along on the 6th - you will
be most welcome.

David Hyde
davidjhyde@btopenworld.com

01379668467

Dec 25/Jan26 11
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4 Come and join us for N
A Night at the Races!’

Saturday, 7 February 2026
St Edmund’s Hall, Hoxne

Bar opens at 7pm Free entry
\ Bring a picnic and cash for the tote betting

donate a raffle prize, please
message Gill on: 07880 634224

This is a fundraising event for
Hoxne Bowls Club

B.C. GODDARD ED’s PLAICE

INTERIOR / EXTERIOR I . .
PAINTER, DECORATOR Traditional Fish and Chips
+PROPERTY MAINTENANCE .

Wednesdays: serving from 3 - 7pm
. , PULHAM MARKET, The Green
* .3Call Brian for a free quote on e Thursdays: serving from 4 - 7pm
L, 01379 388174 HOXNE, The Playing Field Pavilion
d ; ® Fridays: serving from 4 - 7pm
." or mobile WORTHAM, Common
. 07759 956627

s NS Tel: 01379 741967
bcgoddarduk@outlook.com Mob: 07904 231006

12  Dec25/Jan 26 Village Voice
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Denham Village Hall 1P21 5DN

After the excitement of the village hall
grand opening in September we have
been steaming ahead in setting up a
Coffee Morning every Thursday, 10-12,
with volunteers providing delicious sweet
and savoury snacks and serving fresh-
brewed coffee/tea. Several visitors now
come armed with tubs for take-away
treats too!

If you're feeling a bit bored and fancy a
chat on one of these long winter
evenings, our Friends’ Bar is open every
Friday 7-11pm. So far it’s been great to
see customers call in from surrounding
villages, as well as Denham. Must be the
cheery staff, good selection of beverages
and perhaps the made-to-order Cheesy
Chips!

Every Friday, 1.00-4.00pm
starting 16" January

with friendly faces. ‘\
Learn to play Canasta, Rummikub,
or bring your own favourite game!
All are welcome, no experience needed -.
just come and enjoy the fun.
Contact Jane on 07793 047986

Christmes -

Saturday 13" December,
~ 1.00-3pm 5)
In aid of Denham Church
= >

Get creative with:

Wreath-making
(£10, and take your wreath home)
Christmas crafts

Festive games
Mulled wine & mince pies
Coffee & tea
® _* Free entry - bring your friends!

Village Voice

We are holding our first post-renovations
Christmas Disco Party on Friday 19th
December (see poster below) and look
forward to welcoming everyone to what
promises to be a fun-filled evening.

There are plans afoot to set up more
weekly activities in the New Year, as well
as a weekly afternoon games group
starting in January (please see the other
poster below).

Wishing all our neighbours near and
far a very Merry Christmas -
from Denham Community Council

Kerina Jane
For Denham village hall bookings and

enquiries, please contact Jane Gilmore,
Secretary, on 07793047986.

+ =

Denham Vlllage HaII
. Frlday 19th December °
7.30 ’til late! + -°

+ BANQUET, BOOGIE, BAR

* +PLUS: Best outfit prizes!
*  Tickets £10 (incl food & welcome drink) X
Available from Jane 07793047986

Or every Coffee Morning Thurs 10-12am °

o OrFriday eve 7pm-11pm 4 o ¥

Dec 25/Jan26 13



St Edmund’s Hall, Hoxne

Website: hoxnevillagehall.co.uk

The Film Nights have continued to be popular and in December (Friday 12t") we will
be screening The Salt Path, starring Gillian Anderson. The films for next year have
yet to be decided, but there will be a film shown on 9" January - check noticeboards
for details.

All our usual regular activities continue as normal, ie: Badminton, Ballroom dancing,
Meditation, Morris dancing, Pilates, Garden Group, Hoxne Heritage Group, Ladies
Phoenix Group and the Village Voices choir. If you are interested in joining any of
these groups/activities, then visit the hall website - hoxnevillagehall.co.uk - or check
out the noticeboards both outside and inside the hall.

On Sunday 7 from 2pm we will be hosting a ‘Pre-Christmas Social Event’ that will
include a showing of Agatha Christie’s The Moving Finger. This was filmed in and
around Hoxne in 1985 and shows what the village looked like 40 years ago. Donations
(cash only) will be taken for the Families Together Suffolk charity. Space is limited,
so pre-booking is essential. Call Jeanette on 07796 200479 or email
Jeanette@Lerwill.com to reserve a space.

The Scouts are having a Gang Show in December, for friends and family.
Cont.

. &

‘Hoxne Village Hall presents:

.. A PRE-CHRISTMAS

$ CHRISTMAS §
b e FAIR ¢

.R.a{'ﬂe Satu mﬂy Sta”s ‘

P

6 December

HOXNE VILLAGE ‘

HALL SUNDAY 7 Dec

Families 2pm to 5pm
Bar open from 2pm

Pr

Space is limited so pre-booking is essential
Call Jeanette on 07796 200479
or email Jeanette@Lerwill.com

Donations taken on the door (cash only) for
Families Together - Suffolk
includes mulled wine and mince pies
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We still need more volunteers to help with the running of the village hall, in particular
admin, eg bookkeeping, invoicing, experienced with spreadsheets etc. The village
hall is run entirely by volunteers, and without their generous contributions of time
and energy, none of the activities mentioned above would be possible. If you’d like to
be part of our friendly team, just for a few hours per month to help keep things
thriving, please do get in touch. Drop me an email at: Bryn@Lerwill.com.

To discuss organising an event at the hall, please email:
hoxnevhbookings@outlook.com. We have three different areas that are available to
hire individually or collectively, so can suit all needs.

Bryn Lerwill

BASED ON THE BESTSELLING BOOK BY RAYNOR WINN

M THE SALT PATH

Friday,

12" December

A couple facing homelessness
and terminal illness embark
on a 630-mile walk along
Britain’s South West Coast
Path, rediscovering resilience,
love, and purpose.

Hoxne Village Hall

7:30pm £5.00 a ticket
Tickets on the door
Bar open from 7pm

and during the interval

Bl o
(00
e

&." ’ Proudly owned and run by
Sara & Don Warren
GOLDBROOK Please feel free to pop in and meet us,
S moTRCITen s Boaratny we will be happy to show you around
Nuttery Vale, Hoxne, Suffolk IP21 5BB

Telephone 01379 668267 OPENING TIMES

info@gbkac.co.uk
¢ o i Monday - Saturday 8.00am - 12 noon
and 3.00pm - 6.00pm

Sunday and Bank Holidays
9.00am - 12 noon
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Syleham & Wingfield Village Hall 1P21 4LT

Thank you all for the support we have
had over the year for our varied events!
Many charities and good causes have
benefited from funds raised at our Quiz
evenings, Bingos sessions and Coffee
events.

Most recently we've sent £314 to
Macmillan, £246 to Cancer Research UK
after our 'Ultra’ coffee, nearly £300 to
Fressingfield Shed from a quiz .... and so
on! With the October and November
Bingo in aid of some of the local
magazines who help us advertise - The
Mardler, Harleston Grapevine and
Stradbroke monthly - we hope to help
them maintain their amazing presence.
Thank you to all involved with our local
magazines! (You have missed the quiz we
organised for our own Village Voice
earlier in the year!)

Fundraising will continue in
2026. We have a quiz on
Saturday 10th January for
Autism Anglia - we're helping a
friend with her London
Marathon madness. We
also have Bingo on Friday 30th
Jan & Friday 27th Feb for Autism
! Anglia! On Friday 16th January
we have a Quiz for EACH.

Friday activities at our village hall

Join us for Open Mic on the first Friday,
as well as Karaoke on the second Friday
of the month, free entry, raffle. Our
Quiz evenings are on the third Friday of
the month, raffle, Mars bars for the
lowest scoring team are hugely
contested. Bingo is on the last Friday of
the month, raffle. Just to confuse you -
there's no Bingo in December as this
would be on Boxing Day - and no Open
Mic on Friday 2nd January! Otherwise
business as usual...

16 Dec 25/Jan 26
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Christmas 2025/ New Year 2026

The Syleham and Wingfield
Sports and Social Club bar
will be open as usual on
Tuesday 23rd December,
from 8pm.

We have an extra open
evening on Wednesday 24th
December when we'll have a Family
Evening with a bit of canned music from
7pm, along with some buffet supper
(please bring something to share) AND
the Christmas draw will be announced -
some fabulous prizes this year!

We will be closed on Friday 26th
December - Boxing day - as | said before,
no Bingo in December!

It'll be the usual opening
on Tuesday 30th December
- AND THEN, on Wednesday
31st December we'll have
Big Ant's Disco taking us
into 2026! Doors 7.30 -
Entry £5, free entry for
SWSSC members (annual
subs £4, cons £3.50)

...and into 2026!

Join us for Eastern Angles theatre in
March/April, date to be confirmed +
Annual BBQ on Saturday 4th July

+ 70s/80s performance/show on Saturday
1st August, and of course Coffee & Cake
10-11.30am on the first Tuesday of the
month, Coffee, Craft, Chat 1.30-3pm on
the last Thursday of the month,

J's Meadow get-together 10 to 12noon on
the third Thursday of the month. Look
out for all our varied events that will be
squeezed in during the year!

Julie Thompson
Text 07929 794636
Jjuliethompson435@gmail.com

Village Voice
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Little Wren Reflexology

Helen Bartholomew AcR
Reflexologist

Reflexology - 1 hour treatment £40

Limited offer - 20% off your first appointment !
Book 4 treatments and get the 5th half price

Reflexology is a complementary therapy that uses gentle
pressure on specific points along your feet to promote
relaxation, reduce stress and support the body's natural
healing process.

Fully qualified and insured, located on Wingfield Green
helenbartholomew7 @gmail.com
07946 418028 / 01379 384504

€

@ JACKIE PEARSON
FOOT CARE

FOOT CARE FOR THE ELDERLY

Services:

o Full foot health assessment

o Nail trimming & filing

e Hard skin removal

o Corn, verruca, and ingrown toenail treatment
e Fungal nail and athlete’s foot management

o Medical history review

For home visits and care homes

Jackie Pearson (TCFCP)

Tel: 07903139708

Web: jackiepearsonfootcare.co.uk

Email: mail@jackiepearsonfootcare.co.uk

* Registered foot care practitioner
* Fully insured
* DBS checked

Village Voice
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and Scouts' barbecue

In and around Sancroft Hall,
Fressingfield IP21 5PB X
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THE ARTS
SOCIETY
DISS

The Arts Society Diss has begun its new
season of talks at The Corn Hall.

Enjoy a coffee or light lunch beforehand,
then hear varied, entertaining subjects
from knowledgeable speakers. Why not
come along and give us a try?

2nd December 2pm

THE SCOLIOTIC KNIGHT
with Tobias Capwell

The arms and armour of Richard IIl.
Tobias is an independent scholar of
arms & armour, curator, author,
lecturer, jouster and historical advisor.

20th January 2pm

ARTS AND CRAFTS MOVEMENT
with Kirsty Hartsiosis

Kirsty, now a curator at Swindon
Museums, previously spent 15 years at
The Wilson, Cheltenham, caring for its
renowned Arts and Crafts collection.

Meetings: Corn Hall, Diss
on the third Tuesday in the month
(except December) at 2 pm

Suggested donation for guests, £8
Artsocdiss.org.uk / info@artsocdiss.org.uk
New members welcome
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Church News

Christmas is coming!

... But first we prepare ourselves during
Advent, beginning on Sunday 30"
November. Although the secular world of
instant gratification and commercial
profit celebrates Christmas earlier and
earlier, the church takes time before the
arrival of Jesus in Bethlehem for
reflection - including on Jesus’s Second
Coming. The message is not Jesus is
Coming - Look Busy, but rather Jesus is
Coming, Attend to the state of Kour soul.
If you are overwhelmed by all the
busyness of the pre-Christmas period,
why not take some time out to be quiet,
to think and pray. Then we can enjoy
the celebrations even more.

We have lots of carol services for you
this year. The season begins with
Athelington’s Advent Carol Service on
Sunday 30th November at 4.00 pm.

Other highlights include a service at
Denham on 18th December; Amici singing
at Syleham on 21st December; Carols by
Candlelight at Wingfield, followed by
mulled wine and mince pies at Wingfield
College (also on 21st December), and the
Village Voices at Hoxne’s Carol Service on
23rd December.

At Christmas itself, there will be an
oEportunity to dress up as your favourite
Christmas character at the Crib Service
at Wingfield at 4.00 pm on Christmas
Eve. Our usual Midnight Service at
Horham will be at 11.30 pm, and morning
services on Christmas Day are listed
below. And when the Christmas
decorations disapBear from the shops,
we’ll still be celebrating throughout
January. Messy Christingle is on

4™ January this year and the season of
Epiphany continues until Candlemas at
the beginning of February.

Have a very haPpy and blessed Christmas
when it comes!

Revd Canon Eleanor Goodison
eleanor.goodison@gmail.com
Tel: 07876 143579
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Church Services

Denham, Hoxne, Syleham
& Wingfield
Every Friday: Compline at 6.00 pm
on Zoom

Planned church services
December/January:

December 2025

Sunday 7" December
Second Sunday of Advent

9.30 am BCP Holy Communion, Hoxne
11.00 am CW Holy Communion, Wingfield

4.00 pm Messy Church
Christmas J)arty, Syleham
& Wingfield village hall

Sunday 14" December
Third Sunday of Advent

9.30 am CW Holy Communion,
Redlingfield

9.30 for 10.00 am Café Church, Hoxne
Thursday 18" December

6.00 pm Carol Service, Denham

Sunday 21t December
Fourth Sunday of Advent

9.30 am CW Holy Communion, Hoxne
11.15 am Carol Service, Syleham

4.00 pm Carols by Candlelight,
Wingfield

Tuesday 23" December
6.00 pm Carol Service, Hoxne

Wednesday 24™ December
Christmas Eve

4.00 pm Crib Service,
Wi;\gﬁeld (with dressing
up

11.30 pm Midnight
Service, Horham

Village Voice
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Thursday 25" December
Christmas Day

9.30 am BCP Holy Communion,
Syleham

9.30 am CW Holy Communion,
Hoxne

11.00 am CW Holy Communion, Denham
11.00 am CW Holy Communion, Wingfield

Sunday 28" December
First Sunday of Christmas

11.00 Benefice Holy Communion, Hoxne
January 2026

Sunday 4™ January
Epiphany

9.30 am BCP Holy Communion, Hoxne
11.00 am CW Holy Communion, Wingfield

4.00 pm Messy Christingle, Syleham
church

Sunday 11" January
Baptism of Christ

9.30 am CW Holy Communion,
Redlingfield

9.30 for 10.00 am Café Church

Sunday 18" January
Second Sunday of Epiphany

9.30 am CW Holy Communion, Hoxne
9.30 am Village Service, Syleham
6.00 pm Evensong, Wingfield

Sunday 25" January
Third Sunday of Epiphany

9.30 am BCP Holy Communion, Syleham
11.00 am CW Holy Communion, Denham
11.00 am CW Holy Communion, Hoxne
4.00 pm All Age service

St Margaret’s, Syleham

Harvest Festival

The Harvest Festival Supper was well
attended and raised £764 for the church
which will go towards maintaining the
fabric of this historic building.

Village Voice

Chat, Cuppa & Cake with
Coffee Caravan at
Wingfield Barns IP21 5RA

Tuesdays 9th December 2025
20 January 2026
17'h February, Pancake Day !!

From 10am till 12 noon

Pop along
Everyone Very Welcome!

St Margaret’s church was beautifully
decorated for the Harvest Festival
Service, and we would like to thank
everyone who provided a floral display.
The Harvest Festival Service collection of
£198.50 has been donated to the mental
health charity YANA, who support the
mental health of farmers and those living
in rural communities. YANA have
extended their thanks to our parishioners
for this donation.

Historical Ghost Walk

The Ghost Walk was a spooky success
raising over £700 for the Church. Over
forty people followed the ghostly trail
from The Old Vicarage to The Cross, then
Serendipity and
then down the lane
to the Church -
listening to the
strange and chilling
happenings in the
village over the
centuries,
witnessing for
themselves the
ghostly spectres of
the past.

A huge thank you to
all who attended to
make the evening
such a success. We
sincerely hope none
of the spirits
followed you home...

Cont.
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Save the Dates:
Christmas Carol Service

Many thanks to Adrian Knott for again
bringing his singers to sing at our
Christmas Carol Service at 11.15 am on
Sunday 21st December. Music not to be
missed and a lovely way to join in with
the Christmas season.

Christmas Day
Holy Communion at 9.30 am at
St Margaret’s, Syleham.

Monthly Coffee and Cakes

The popular Coffee & Cake, open to

all, continues in the village hall the first
Tuesday every month, 10am - 11.30am;
any queries should be addressed to Julie
Thompson, juliethompson435@gmail.com

St Margaret’s remains open daily and the
church and environment provide a
welcome place of tranquility - visitors’
comments show how much it is
appreciated.

For details related to all our events
please contact: lorraine@syleham.uk

St Andrew’s, Wingfield

Our Harvest Supper at the beginning of
October seems a distant memory but it
was a great evening of neighbourly
celebration. Huge thanks to Jacky and
her many helpers for organising. And
thanks to all who contributed to our
collection of non-perishable food for the
Waveney Food Bank at the Harvest
Festival the following day.

The Wingfield Poetry Evening returned on
25™ October on the theme of War and
Peace. Those taking part read a wide
variety of poems, both well-known and
less so, but all were enjoyable. Thanks
again to Jacky and Pat for the
refreshments.

We are now looking forward to
celebrating St Andrew’s Day on Sunday
30" November with a special Evensong at
6.00 pm and to our Carols by Candlelight
on Sunday 21°** December at'4.00 pm. On
Christmas Eve we will have a Crib Service
at 4.00 pm and we’re encouraging
everyone to dress up for it. Plus, the
Wingfield church stall at the Wingfield
Barns Christmas Fair over the weekend of

20 Dec 25/Jan 26

_ CAROLSBY
/7~ CANDLELIGHT A
St Andrew's Church,
Wingfield 1p21 5RA
Sunday 21 December
at 4pm
Followed by mulled wine

s

Parking at Wingfield Barns'

Christmas Eve Crib Service, 4pm
and
Christmas Day
Holy Communion Service, 1lam

and mince pies at
Wingfield College

cav loo\rk
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6" and 7™ December will be offering an
enticing range of crafts, Christmas goods,
cakes and preserves - do come along and
support us.

We received the sad news that Tommy
Gee died on 31° October, aged 100, at
his daughter’s house in Sussex. Many
people will remember that Tommy
contributed to this magazine for many

ears. A few of us were able to attend

is final birthday party last summer
which celebrated his long and
adventurous life and his unique
personality. A full obituary can be found
on page 25 of this issue.

The Book Club has been reading books on
the theme of sea journeys over the last
couple of months but turns to a comedy
of manners for December with The
Sweets of Pimlico by A N Wilson. Contact
Revd Eleanor for more information.

Revd Canon Eleanor Goodison
Tel: 07876 143579

Village Voice




St Peter & St Paul’s, Hoxne

Many of you were disappointed that the
October church quiz was cancelled due to
illness; it will be rearranged for the New
Year. Stradbroke held theirs under
similar circumstances but made only
£23.30 —hardly enough to heat the
church for a day.

Hoxne’s monthly coffee mornings usually
raise more, and they give us a chance to
socialize. The final one of the season on
20th December coincides with the
Christmas Tree Festival—a chance to
enjoy coffee, cake and the trees, while
pausing from seasonal stresses.

Because of heating costs, there will be no
coffee mornings in January or February,
but they return in March.

Christmas Fair signs are up—please
suﬁport our church even if you attend
ther events. Also coming up: the
Waveney Choir concert on 10th December
and the Carol Service on 23rd December.

ate has

As mentioned before, the lych-
ook good

been repaired. The gates now
and work properly, though roof
conservation still needs diocesan
permission. Lych- gates dating back to
the 7th centu ten suffered rot.
Before the 18t century, bodies were
sometimes left there overnight before
burial—a practice thankfully abandoned.
Hoxne’s lych-gate is relatively recent,
built by Herbert and Audrey Leggett and
consecrated by the Bishop in 1954.

Deborah Harding
01379 668190

4\\ HOME

ENHANCEMENTS

Home

Cleanmg
Services

Village Voice

Contact Gabriella

Mothers’ Union

There is no meeting in December.

ur next meeting will be Mondaiv_l,
19t January at 2.30pm at Time House,
Low Street Hoxne.

New members are always welcome at our
Fellowship Group.

If you would like more information,
please contact Cathie McGregor,
Group Leader, 01379 668434,

HRISTMAS WITH

e Wavenes

( (1 a

Join the Waveney Choir for an evening of
Christmas music, from traditional carols to
popular festive favourites.

% WEDNESDAY 10™ DECEMBER. 7.000 X
HOXNE PARISH CHURCH

Entry to the concert is free but there will be a
retiring collection in aid of the church.

Refreshments will be served after the concert.

(ONDUCTOR: SARAH-JANE BULLO(K
ACCOMPANIST- SHONA HUCKFIELD

LUovcnw

L 07353 212 800
= info@cleaningdiss.co.uk
@ Covering Eye/Diss area
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FIREWORKS
SPECTACULAR!

Thank you to everyone who came along to
our Fireworks Night! The turnout was
fantastic, and we truly appreciate all of you
for joining us. It was an unforgettable
evening, and Billy’s display was nothing short
of spectacular.

We would also like to apologise to any
residents who were affected by irresponsible
parking on the night. Unfortunately, some
vehicles blocked driveways and bends, which
could have restricted emergency access.
There were spaces available on the paddock
field next to the pavilion as
the display began, and the
committee is already looking
into ways to prevent this
problem at future events.

Stay tuned for updates on
our website and Facebook
page for upcoming events—
especially for Boxing Day!

Bar Nights

Remember, the Hoxne
Pavilion social club is open
every Thursday from 5pm
and on the first Friday of
each month, offering a
warm, welcome and lively
community atmosphere.



We would like to say a special thank you to all who attended Hoxne’s
50" Harvest Breakfast. An extra big thanks goes to those of you who
helped with planning, costumes, decorating, cooking and setting up - we
couldn’t do it without you!! The costumes were brilliant! We raised

around £800 (proceeds to the Playingfield Pavilion and St Edmund’s Hall.)

Calling for more helpers next year please!
It takes serious planning, and every hand makes a difference.

We also need raffle prize donations.
Many thanks, Carole & Gill



Daily Care
Suffolk
Ltd

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR EXTRA CARE AND SUPPORT
TO HELP YOU REMAIN INDEPENDENT
WITHIN YOUR OWN HOME AND COMMUNITY?
Daily Care Suffolk (previously known as The Daily Care Agency,
established 2005) is a locally based, small and friendly team of

carers providing the local community with trustworthy and
reliable home care for the elderly.

ARE YOU A CARER?
ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A CAREER CHANGE?

We are currently recruiting kind, caring individuals in this area.
Previous experience is an advantage but not essential,
as full training and mentoring will be provided.

WE TAKE PRIDE IN HAVING TIME TO CARE,
AND OFFER INDIVIDUAL SUPPORT
TO OUR CLIENTS.
You will have the opportunity to:
*+  Work flexible shift patterns
* Be paid above the living wage rate, with mileage
pay and paid travelling time between clients
* Be part of a small and friendly team.

For further information, please contact:
01379 388438 or 07535 077081
or email: OFFICE@DAILYCARESUFFOLK.CO.UK

HIGH BANKS
ATHELINGTON ROAD, HORHAM, EYE, SUFFOLK 1P21 5EH
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In memory of

Thomas (Tommy) Whitby Gee
(1925 - 2025)

Tommy Gee, a regular Village Voice
contributor, Jnassed away peacefully at
q\gme on Friday 31st October 2025, aged

He was mydg[randfather. He
will be fondly remembered.

Tommy and his wife Anne
%who sadl J Eassed away in
010) had three children:
Nathamel Simon (my father)
and Sarah. He had three
sisters (Jo, Alice and Dot).

As grandparents, they were
always generous and jolly
good fun to have around.

Born in 1925 in Nottingham,
Grandpa went to High
Pavement school. As he was
very smart, he studied maths /
at Brasenose College (he )
Eraduated with 1*""class

onours)

From Oxford, he went to the
Rodyal Naval College (Greenwich) as a
"®Lieutenant.

In the Indian Ocean on his 21" birthday,
tracking a hurricane off Mauritius, the
ship’s captain looked over Grandpa’s
shoulder and said, “If | lose the ship,
Gee, | shall hold you responsible.” They
arrived safely the next day.

At age 23 he married Anne, and they
moved to Uganda. He was ‘District
Commissioner, then became the Ministry
of Education’s Permanent Secretary.

YOGA

He then moved back to Sussex to work for
the IDS (Institute of Development Studies)
and set up the USP (University of the
South Pacific) in Fiji. He also spent a few
years in Papua New Guinea and Guyana
(again with the universities there).

He returned to the IDS in Sussex until

retirement. He became a county

councillor and chief planner for the
Liberals.

In the early ’80s he
restored a house in
Wingfield and

| eventually moved
there, getting involved
in many local

i activities (the Village
# Voice, restoring the
church bells, the
Quakers, etc).

In 2019 he travelled to
|\ Brazil. He always
i\ enjoyed travelling!

One fond memory that
comes to mind is when
he used to read aloud
to me before bedtime.
The BFG was a
favourite. He and
Grandma stocked our shelves with classics
and stories from Papua New Guinea or
Uganda. | now live in south-west France
and enjoy reading aloud to my two
daughters.

Grandpa lived with his daughter in Sussex
until he passed away. He had a great
sense of humour and was an avid reader
of The London Review of Books and The
Guardian, regularly sending in letters. |
always considered him an intellectual.

He will be terribly missed.

Thomas Seeley Whitby Gee

ww.Brenda Louw .co.ux

Classes & Workshops in Needham
All ages and abilities Tel: 07791 385240
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New Reeding Woods

The weather has been unseasonably mild
with autumn colour still showing in the
woodland. The pond level however was
very low reflecting the low level of
rainfall after a very dry summer.

The large oak at the far end of the
meadow is still a rich ochre while the
field maples along the edges of the rides
are showing bright yellow. Sloes are still
# abundant awaiting
' the frosts; some
, bushes showed blue
under their load of
fruit. Buttercups are
still blooming in the
~*meadow. The
"medlars are ripe and
falling off the tree.
In the hedge the Wild
Service tree glowed a
flame red. The fruits
of this tree are also
known as chequers
and can be used to
make an alcoholic
drink, and the name
_is thought to have
been given to pubs
| | called “Chequers”. If
g7+ you look carefully, a
=#ss few spindle berries
| still remain vivid pink
g among bare and
= licensed branches.

Wild service leaves

Spindle berries

Both the seat in the log at the pond and
the log at the meadow are covered in
tiny fungi against a rich carpet of lichens.
A world of mosses and mushrooms has
established in the cracks in the log. At
the other end of the seat the lichen has
formed trumpet-like fruiting bodies
which will produce spores to allow the
organism to spread.

With the leaves falling now both birds’
nests and squirrel dreys can be seen in
the trees. A Red Kite was being harried
by rooks in the adjoining field. The wood
still offers a place of peace and also
colours and interest as you walk through.

If you are interested in joining the New
Reeding Woods Group and getting hands-
on experience of improving our local
environment and enjoying outdoor
activities, please contact our secretary
Peny Conway on 07495875299.
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7 Suffolk

: County Council
If your child was born between
1 September 2021 and
31 August 2022,

= |
L]
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L]
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L]
L]
L]
L]
L]
you must apply for a full-time i
Reception Year school place by |
15 January 2026 |

L]

You must make an application even if your |
L]

L]

L]

L]

L]

L]

L]

L]

L]

L]

L]

L]

.

child already has a place in a nursery
class, pre-school or family hub.

To apply for a place or for more
information you can visit:

www.suffolk.gov.uk/admissions
Information is also available from:

«The Admissions Team on 0345 600 0981
«Your local school

O E R R R R R R E R R R R R R R R R R R R R R AR

Hoxne Bells and
Tower Project

We have been making progress, albeit
slow, with the bells project. We are at
the stage of asking which firms of bell-
hangers would like to be considered for
the work so that the Parochial Church
Council, advised by our architect, can
make a choice about which firm(s) to
partner with in developing the detail of
the plans. As this is a high-value project
it is important that we get this stage
right, and are able to justify our choice
to funders, to the Diocese, and to the
disappointed firms that we will not be
working with. As some of the respected
firms are quite small, their adminis-
trative capacity is very limited, and so
the correspondence to establish how they
would approach this project has dragged
on for much longer than we had originally
hoped. However, we hope that early in
the New Year we will be able to identify
who we will be working with to hang the
new bells.

Revd John McCracken

Village Voice



St Edmund’s Primary School, Hoxne

It’s been a wonderful half term, and as
we begin Christmas preparations, 1’d like
to thank all parents for their fantastic
support. Our recent parent survey results
were incredibly positive—thank you for
your insight into our progress. Highlights
from our pupils and classes are shared
below, and we’ve been busy with nativity
and festive activities. Please keep an
eye on our Facebook page for upcoming
school and community events.

In Acorn Class, children enjoyed exploring
mark-making with conkers and autumn-
coloured paint. They’ve embraced the
season, using natural resources in play
and learning. A warm welcome and well
gy done to our
Reception
ﬁupils, who
| have settled
beautifully into
routines—we’re

watch them
grow.

44444

Oak Class have been inspired by Picasso
and Miro, creatin% expressive portraits
and pipe cleaner i%(ures, with clay
sculpture next week.

Beech Class have had a fantastic start,
exploring sculpture, the Roman Empire,
and life as a Roman soldier, while also
developing tennis skills.

L
3 Interested? ..o

- 7

If you have already decided that you would like to apply to be a

Locality Committee Representative, please download and

complete the application form and skills audit available on the

Consortium Trust Website or contact your school office.

The forms should be returned to:
office.stedmunds@consortiumtrust.org.uk

We are looking for people with ...
« Energy and enthusiasm

o A desire to be involved

o Curiosity and willingness to ask questions
« Common sense

* The ability to work as a team

¢ Awillingness to share responsibility

(]
oL
7
’Coﬂ,sartw,m/
Develop-Create+Engage

Proudto be part of Consortium Trust
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Rowan Class have written brilliant
adventure stories and will soon begin
non-chronological reports on an animal of
their own choice. Their amazing human
figure sculptures are drying, ready for
painting.

Sports News

Year 3 and 4 pupils enjoyed a
teambuilding afternoon at Hartismere
High School, tackling challenges like
crossing land without touching[ the
ground, navigating mazes, walking on
group skis, and transporting ping pong

allsdv'vith ropes. Great teamwork all
round!

Year 5 and 6 pupils from St Edmund’s and
Mendham Primary took part in a football
tournament at Hartismere. They showed
fantastic skills, winning their first match
5-0 and finishing 5th out of over 20
schools. A brilliant achievement!

House Captains

We’re proud of our House Captains at

St Edmund’s Primary! They help pupils
make friends at playtime and encourage
?roup play. Dove (Taliyah) are currently
eading in House Points, but everyone’s
working hard to catch up. We’re excited
to host an assembly explaining the
‘Active 15’. Got playtime ideas? Come
talk to us!

S PRIM
JOND ARy s,

St Edmund's " g™
Primary School

HOXNE

Our Locality Committees are seeking
people just like you ... find out what is
involved

Tel: 01379 668283
www.stedmundsprimary.org.uk
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GRAHAM BOqRRILL’ b QUOVE ACCOUNTING
* Creative Accounting.

EVATTCENBIR | | Dynamic Accounting.
I COSY COT HECKFIELD GREEN | Efﬂ Clent Accountlng‘

HOXNE EYE SUFFOLK IP21 5AB i | nn Ovatlve Accounting.
. TEL: 01379 668 777 MOBILE : 07960 254 537 | POSltlve Accounting

-\‘ ‘ Emaﬂ:grahamborrﬂl@yahoo.com g ,—
Flexible
"Hawthorn Rl Accounting.
ard Landscape For busi
Hard l.-dt1c_1mc_.ﬂ£_3c_, rello@auoveico .k a% puesrlgoer?ZI

o g 01284 845120 accounting

quove.co.uk solutions.

Design - Installation - Maintenance - Repair

Fencing Drriveways Patis Paving Turling
For a free quote call Stuart on 3 Brickfields
Mob: 07908 262114 Business Park,
Or Visit Woolpit

www hawthomhardlandscape co.uk

DOOOOO.|

S

Frustrated?
We Can Help You!

Understandable
Computer Repair
Tuition & Support

Fast PCs, Laptops, Printers,
. Tablets, Virus Removal,
F”endly Tune Ups & Upgrades,
Local Broadband Problems,
Networks etc.
Call Us Personal Tuition
& more

07908 222428 - www.callthecomputerguy.co.uk
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Wingfield & District
Garden Club

Our meeting on 25th September was a
return visit from Jon Benington who gave
us a splendid presentation on Gardens In
Close-up. His talk began in the 15th
century looking at art on the global stage
with a page from the Book of Hours
decorated with birds, flowers and gold
leaf. This was followed by tapestries
from the late 1520s, on to Dutch flower
paintings showing tulips, roses, briar
fruits, lilies and butterflies. The large
vases showed a compilation of blooms not
all flowering in the season. There were
Chinese watercolour paintings of the
1700 and 1800s and examples of the work
of Maria Merian, Mary Delany's' paper
mosaics, Hilma Af Klimt and Anna Atkins'
cyanotypes. Then Van Gogh's sunflower
paintings, Picasso's 'Flowers', Stanley
Spencer's ‘Garden in the Pound', Elizabeth
Blackadder's orchid etchings and many
more - finishing with the 2014 ceramic
poppies marking 100 years since the start
of WWI, and also marking VE day 2025.

Our 27th November meeting is with
Helen Hillier of ‘Helen's Herbaceous.'
Helen will be demonstrating 4 or 5
arrangements, including a door wreath,
0\ all using
materials
from the
garden or
hedgerows.
These can
easily be
replicated by
people of all
skill levels.

Visitors: £5. Annual memberships are due
at the beginning of 2026, £20 or £35 for a
couple. Look forward to seeing you at
our meetings, which are held at Brundish
village hall, starting at 7.30pm Plenty of
car parking opposite the hall.

Lyn Edwards

Village Voice

Hoxne Phoenix Flying High

| would like to begin by thanking every-
one who attended our meeting on

14th October - our annual charity event,
hosted this year by East Anglian Air
Ambulance. Our group raised £371 over
the year and a further £179 on the night,
totalling £550. Chairman Vivienne
Bradford presented the cheque to
volunteer Kevin Sullivan. Members and
guests were very generous with raffle
prizes, ticket purchases, and donations.
I must also thank Bryn Lerwill and John
Coop for running
the bar. Again,
thank you all for
supporting this

| vital regional
service.

Our next meeting on Tuesday, 9th
December promises festive fun with a
relaxed Christmas Quiz - prizes, drinks,
mince pies, and plenty of laughter!

On Tuesday, 13th January we will
welcome in the New Year with a presen-
tation by retired forensic pathologist
Mary Newton: ‘When the Dogs Don’t
Bark.’ She’ll explore cases where clues
didn’t correspond with findings, including
the murders of Rachel Nickell and Jill
Dando. It’s set to be a fascinating
evening.

The Phoenix Group meets monthly on the
second Tuesday at 7.30 pm in Hoxne
village hall lounge. We also meet up for
local walks, coffee and chats. New
members and guests from Hoxne and
nearby villages are always welcome.

Daphne Cook
Daphnec.cook@gmail.com

Hoxne Phoenix Group
wish you all a
Very Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year!
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CORNER CLASSICS &
ENGINEERING LTD

AGRICULTURAL
& AUTOMOTIVE

SPECIALISTS IN CLASSIC CAR AND TRACTOR REPAIR
AND RESTORATION

OPEN
MON-FRI 8-5 PM
SAT 8-12 PM

VISIT THE SHOP FOR
o ARANGE OF LAWN MOWERS AND OTHER GARDEN
EQUIPMENT (SOLD & REPAIRED)
¢ HYDRAULIC HOSE & PTO STOCKISTS
« FABRICATION/ PARTS
o LUBRICANTS, OILS & ANTI FREEZE

e 07735207494
@ JAMIE@CORNERCLASSICS.CO.UK
e LAXFIELD ROAD, STRADBROKE, SUFFOLK 1P21 5NL

ACORN TREES

Professional advice & work

Tree Surgery, Crown Reductions, Section
Felling, Dead Wooding, Felling, Hedge
Management, Landscaping, Fencing

ADAM PICKESS

Telephone: 01379 588122
Mobile: 07776 235006

e Safe & Sound
Hygiene and Pest Control

For ALL your Domestic
and Commercial Pest Control

No obligation - Free Survey / Quotes

Call us to discuss your pests
07809 226109

safeandsoundhygieneandpestcontrol.co.uk

N TO EAR

ECIRIC,

07756204354~ ’° 01379 384 889
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&
DISS SELF
STORAGE

07757 689988

www.DissSelfStorage.co.uk

For all your
Commercial &
Personal

Storage Needs

Also Click &
Collect Boxes
& Packaging

Village Voice



Hoxne Garden &
Social Club

One moment | am writing about the
Village Produce Show, and then it is
November! Autumn has been beautiful
and fruitful. Woodland colours are
stunning, raspberries are still ripening,
and chrysanthemums are only just
beginning to bloom. | hope winter holds
off a little longer.

In October, Amy Holstock from The
Suffolk Owl Sanctuary gave a talk —
fittingly, the Hoxne owls were hooting
along Goldbrook just before it began.
The sanctuary rescues birds of prey and
offers unusual animal encounters at
Stonham Barns.

On 20th November Jamie Blake, former
Head Gardener at The Dell Garden,
Bressingham, will join us. Bressingham
was a place | visited often as a child,
famous locally for its gardens and
nursery.

On 11th December, the Garden Club will
hold a members-only Christmas event.
Jeanette will email details nearer the
time.

Looking ahead to 15th January, Stacy
Cronly-Dillon returns with Perfect
Pollinators. Her earlier bee-keeping talk
was lively, and this promises to brighten
a January evening.

Hoxne Garden and Social Club meet year-
round on the third Thursday of the
month, with talks on garden and wildlife
topics, followed by refreshments and a
chance to catch up. Events are
advertised on Facebook and village
boards. Subscription is £8; talks £2.50
for members, £4 for non-members.

Looking forward to seeing you in the
. New Year!

Debbie Pye
dilberry64@gmail.com

Village Voice

Waveney Heritage Centre

Chanters Jigge Folk songs at the Heritage
Centre on Fri 13 Feb 2025, 7.30pm.
Music, stories, history. Tickets £10 via
website/Secretary. Pop-up bar with
drinks & snacks.

Christmas Quiz on Sat 13 Dec - bad taste
dress or table décor wins prizes! Entry
£5, free mulled wine. Fun fact: French
lorry drivers prefer pink loo roll!

Vintage Audio Museum open last Sunday
monthly, 10am-3pm. Current exhibit:
Murphy Radio.

Help needed repairing vintage radios.
Contact us via website please.

Chris Parkin
www.waveneyheritage.com
www.waveneywireless.org

CCCS
bogggmgb 903— )

Borderhoppa Outings for December:

Mon 1:  Cherry Lane Garden Centre, £8

Thur 4: Iégnch at Wortham Tea Rooms,

Mon 8: Hgtford Town/Garden Centre,

Thur 11: Lunch at The White Horse,
Stoke Ash, £8

Mon 15: Highway Leisure Centre, £15

Mon 22: Borderhoppa Christmas Lunch

at The Jolly Farers - Price TBC
Borderhoppa Outings for January:

Mon 5:  Cherry Lane Garden Centre, £8

Thur 8: Bury St Edmunds Town, £18

Mon 12: Highway Leisure Centre, £15

Thur 15: The Four Horseshoes,
Thornham - Dial-a-Ride

Mon 19: Waitrose Café & Wymondham
Garden Centre, £1

Thur 22: Notcutts Garden Centre, £15

Mon 26: Stoke Ash White Horse -

Dial-a-Ride
To book or for more information please

call 01379 854800 or visit our website
www.borderhoppa.org.
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REE MENDERj

Environmental Arboriculture ¢/

vJ

i

TREE SURGERY. TREE PLANTING.

HeseE comne/LAYING. % TREE FELLING.

FIREWQO®. STUMP GRINDING. )
Free Quotes and advice. Established 2004. Fully qualified and Insured.

treemenders@yahoo.com 07905 750070

www.treemendersnorfolk.co.uk

J. FEITON = UNDER ONE ROOF

CHIMNEY SWEEP THE COMPLETE HARD
LANDSCAPING SERVICE
SMOKE TESTS INSURANCE CERTIFICATES

CCTV INSPECTIONS COMPETITIVE RATES DRIVEWAYSI NATURAL
STONE PATIOS, DECORATIVE

WALLING, WATER FEATURES,

ENTRANCE GATES & FENCING,

CLEAN & FRIENDLY SERVICE FULLY INSURED

PLEASE CALL 01986 799175 @

REGISTERED MEMBER OF THE INSTITUTE OF CHIMNEY SWEEPS

PRESSURE WASHING CLEANING

Michael Last OF PATIO AND DRIVEWAYS

FULLY INSURED FAMILY
Lands Capes BUSINESS WITH

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

HARD and SOFT LANDSCAPING
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING S?JI({) ?;_E]E;ENNI%EEESSCIIJSE
07342 880254 MARK ON 01379 677027 OR
01379 669006

. ) 07768 636618
last.michael@btinternet.com

o TREATMENT PLANT INSTALLATIONS « L
2
+ SERVICING « REPAIRS ¢ DRAIN JETTING o {

SEPTIC TANK SERVIVCES

Y
+ DRAIN CAMERA SURVEYS ¢ DRAINAGE WORKS ¢ 4
+ DIGGER WORKS +

LENNY JOLLY 07905 794221

www.septictankservices.co.uk
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University of the 3rd Age

United Reformed Church,
Mere Street, Diss

Monthly meetings are on the morning of
the first Thursday of each month.

4th December La Belle Epoque
speaker: Jane Hoggar

8th January Norfolk Blood Bikes
(speaker yet to be announced)

Doors open at 9.45am and the meetings
start at 10.30am.

We ask for a £3 donation towards
refreshments and the speaker.

For more information:
https://diss.u3asite.uk/

Hoxne Heritage Group present:

Harleston Choral Society

Harleston Choral Society has been
performinﬁ twice yearly for over 25
ears, with 70+ members from across
orfolk and Suffolk. Whatever your
musical background, we share a love of
singing!
We welcome all ages and are especially
keen to recruit more tenors. Join us at
London Road Church, Harleston, from
Monday 5th January 2026, 7.30-9.30pm,
for uplifting rehearsals.

Our Summer 2026 concert will feature
Schubert’s Mass in G and Puccini’s
Messa di Gloria, directed by Justin
Bindley.

For details contact Caroline Rodbourne at
caroline@rodbourne.org.uk or visit
www.harlestonchoralsoc.org.uk.

‘Anglo-Saxon Burial Sites’ - A talk by Lilly Hodges

All members of the public are invited to Hoxne village hall

on Tuesday 20" January at 7.30pm (The bar is open from 7pm)
£5 at the door (HHG Members £3)

Lilly Hodges is a
Norfolk-born
archaeologist,
who has worked
across East
Anglia for over
18 years. After
studying at
Bournemouth
and Bishop

spent 15 years
with NPS Archaeology in Norwich before
joining Cotswold Archaeology as Senior
Publications Officer. She will speak on a
large Anglo-Saxon cemetery in Norfolk,
excavated in 2014-15. Fully analysed and

soon to be published, the site’s discoveries

will significantly advance future studies of
Anglo-Saxon cemeteries.

Village Voice

Grosseteste, she

Our talks are open to all, but to learn
more and perhaps become a member
of The Hoxne Heritage Group, receive
updates on local finds, join trips and
events, and attend our bi-monthly
Members’ Meetings, see details on our
website. Membership is modest at £10
per year and gives a reduced cost of £3
for village hall talks.

(Note: To keep costs low and the
group viable, we ask for a £1

donation at members’ meetings.
Full details are on our website.)

Please visit:

www. hoxnehistory.org.uk

for fascinating facts, information, and
photographs about Hoxne and
surrounding villages.

Rob Hooker
Publicity, hoxnehistory.org.uk
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CLARITY

Earwax Removal

Remove unwanted earwax safely
with Microsuction, using the latest
otoscope technology.

We have ‘pop up’ clinics in
Brockdish & Diss each month,

oF you can arrange a home visit.

For details, please ring

or visit our website.

Mobile: 07730048842
Email:

Clarity-earwaxremoval @outlook.com

www.clarity-earwaxremoval.com

All Domestic & Commercial work
Fuse boards, Fault finding
New wiring / re-wiring
Testing & Inspection
EICR

07590 507307

amww.bloomfie Id-e ectrical.com

Part P Compliant -|-=-v

R GRITTON

Professional Decorators
High quality, reliable service

For all your interior and
exterior requirements

Telephone: 01379 586768
Mobile: 07766 982600
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Support for
educational needs

The Trust is there to be used. Its
funds are available to all who live in
Hoxne, irrespective of age, who
might have difficulty in meeting the
costs of educational need.

Grants are given subject to funds
being available by the Trust.

The deadline for receipt of
applications to the Maynard Trust:

December 31 2025

for the January Trust meeting.

Just write or email (preferably the
applicant rather than a parent or
guardian) to:

Richard Giffin (Trustee)
54, Low Street,

Hoxne,

Eye

Suffolk

IP21 5AS

themaynardtrust@gmail.com and/or

richard.giffin@yahoo.co.uk

Please include an email
address for quick
correspondence

At the time of writing, the Maynard
Trust is building a website to make
applications easier. When up and
running it will be found at:

www.hoxnemaynardtrust.org.uk

Village Voice
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Taryan’s Borneo Adventure -
helped by the Maynard Trust

This summer | was lucky enough to
join Camps International on a month-
long expedition to Borneo with 31
other students from Stradbroke High
and several other Norfolk and Suffolk
schools. We participated in volunteer
work to help improve local
communities, such as clearing
channels to improve drainage in
preparation for the rainy season as
well as mixing and laying cement
foundations for a group of community
toilets.

We trekked deep into the rainforest
along the banks of the Kinabatangan
River, to clear an area of land and
plant trees to help rejuvenate small
areas of the rainforest that are under
threat, with help from the Kopel Eco-
tourism group.

Throughout the trip we learned about the
different cultures of the tribes that live
in the areas where we stayed, including
different foods from local speciality
recipes and the regular meals that the
local people ate. We were introduced to
tribal rituals, such as welcoming dances
and the way the tribes tell stories
through their dance.

The trip included a five-day trek through
the jungle in which we carried large
rucksacks of camping gear, moving from
camp to camp each day doing a total of
30km, while sleeping in hammocks tied to
trees at night. While we were trekking
our guides showed us different aspects of
the wildlife that we passed such as
different species of insect, the native
stingless bees and various types of plant.
They showed us how we could drink the
purified water from some plants that
were safe, such as bamboo water and
water from a certain type of vine.

Village Voice

The trip cost £4,800 plus equipment. |
raised this through kind donations from
my family, having donations instead of
Christmas and birthday presents, a
sponsored trampoline bounce at Waveney
Gymnastics in Lowestoft where | am a
long time member, and selling resin
jewellery | handmade at First Eye Scout
events. | am grateful to the Maynard
Trust for contributing £400 towards the
cost of my expedition; | am also grateful
to Jules at First Eye Scouts for supporting
me at the Scout events.

Taryan Gay

Self-contained luxury accommodation
for two adults in Wingfield, Suffolk

www. cottages.com/cottages/UK49315
Tel: Trudie 07949 672923
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@ SCOTT REGAN

Professional, clean & qualified service

Industry standard certificate issued with every sweep
Brush & HEPA filtered vacuum ¢ Power sweeping
Chimney cowls fitted ¢ Tar removal from chimney

Full public liability insurance

01379 678881
07962 207846 07740 008456
info@scottreganchimneysweeping.co.uk
scottreganchimneysweeping.co.uk

All domestic & commercial windows cleaned
Inside and outside cleans available ¢ Builders first
cleans ¢ Solar panels cleaned ¢ Fascias, soffits &

gutters cleaned ¢ Conservatory roofs cleaned
Patio & driveway cleaning also undertaken
Full public liability insurance

01379 678881 07962 207846 07740 008456
info@scottreganwindowcleaning.co.uk
scottreganwindowcleaning.co.uk

JDTree Services

* Tree removal, felling or reduction
* Hedge cutting
* Chipping

* Site clearance

* Stump grinding

* Waste removal
Professionally trained, fully insured,

friendly service
Call today for a free no obligation quote

Cit
Gui’;ﬁg tel: 01379 671285/07736 311782

NPTC email: info@jdtrees.co.uk

Quatied web: jdtrees.co.uk

Cheekatrade

LESTER MAYES

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

« Friendly, local service
 Carpet & fabric protectors applied
« Moth treatments available

01728 660186
07867 681571

Nick Fulcher

Plasterer & Floor Screeder
FREE ESTIMATES

Telephone 01379 642979

Doug Aiken part of

DK Appliances Ltd

Domestic Appliance Repairs,
Sales of New and Reconditioned Machines

Finbows Yard, Station Road,
Bacton, Stowmarket IP14 4NH

Telephone:
01449 780398

4 All household plumbing
4 0Oil and gas boiler
installations
4 Hot water cylinder
installations
¢ Water softener
installations

CHRIS HOWARD
PLUMBING AND HEATING

Local, professional
and reliable service  Free non committal quotes
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07749315908

chrisjhoward5@googlemail.com

www.chrishowardplumbingandheating.co.uk
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Fressingfield Scouts

We returned to Scouting in early
September alongside the school term.
Our younger Sections—Squirrels, Beavers,
and Cubs—made the most of the light
evenings with outdoor games and
activities.

Scouts and Explorers wrapped up the
camping season with two camps in
Norwich: Adventurers joined Explorers for
a lightweight bivouac camp with a city-
centre photo treasure hunt, while
Pioneers teamed up with 2nd Diss Scouts
for an activity camp featuring crate
stacking, canoeing, climbing, and more.
Despite hi%h winds overnight, spirits
stayed high and no damage was done.

Pioneers have been working on their
Chef’s badge in our HQ kitchen, cooking
pizza, curry, pasta, and []>_ancakes.

| hey’ll tackle the
First Aid badge
later this term
with help from
the County First
Aid Team.
Adventurers and
Explorers
enjloyed two
Halloween-
themed evenings
with pumpkin
carving and
o4 games like “wrap

Ba bl the mummy” and

Squirrels’ Lego time pumpkin racing.

Younger sections have been busy too:
Wolves Cubs and Warrior Beavers worked
on the Photography badge, while Warriors
also tried archery and built model edible
rafts. Tigers Cubs explored electricity and

Cubs’ photograph

Village Voice

Crate-stacking at Activity Camp

circuits, and Squirrels got creative with
giant acorns, pumpkins, and Lego models.

All Sections are preparing their surprise
acts for our biannual Gang Show. Over
the Christmas break, leaders will plan
next term’s programme, including badge
work, teamwork, and plenty of fun.

Best wishes from all of us at 1st
Fressingfield Scout GrouE for a Happy and
Healthy 2026! If you’d like to get
involved or arrange a taster session,
contact gsl@fressingfieldscouts.com or
speak to any leader.

Join us for our fourth annual

Santa Fun Run

on Saturday 13th December
11am start at Scout HQ,
Priory Road, and finishing at
the Community Market,
» Fox and Goose car park.
Dress festively and be
) part of the fun!
Registration is £5
(under 5s free).

Sponsor forms available from
Andrew at:
gsl@fressingfieldscouts.com.
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More Hoxne memories...

In response to Stephen Govier’s article ~ Mrs Joyce Lindley commenced her duties

in the October-November issue of The at the school on 8" September 1955 with
Village Voice, the photo above (copyright the Infants. The other teachers at the
KFA) shows the village green, looking time were the Headteacher Mr A V Balls
towards numbers 49 and 41. It was (Billy) who taught the oldest class and
probably taken around 1952/53; the Mrs Chapman who taught the middle class
decorations may have been for the group. There were 67 pupils on roll.
Coronation of Elizabeth Il. | was born G R

there in July 1957. eorge kayner

You can see the original site of the well
shelter, and the tree stumps Stephen
refers to in his article. It would be
interesting to compare the photo with
Stephen’s, showing his grandfather
outside his cottage.

Stephen’s comment about school lunches
reminded me of an entry in the School
Log book. There was a delay in the
opening of the ‘new’ canteen and kitchen
as the asbestos sheeting had not been
delivered! However in February 1943 the
new cook, Mrs Hawes, was appointed and
the official opening was carried out on B
1%t March 1943. This is the view the other way -
towards The Swan
(copyright KFA)
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Whyt Lies Beneath: Unearthing a Hoxne Grocer’s Legacy

Recently turned up in Hoxne is this scarce copper 17th cent. trade token. It was
issued by Benjamin White, a grocer in the village in about 1680/90 and bears the
legend "Benjamin Whyt" and the Grocer's Company arms on one side, and "Grocer in
Hoxson" on the other.

Benjamin died in 1697 in the third year of the reign of William Il and in his will,
(which is almost illegible!), he leaves a property in Church Street, Eye to his wife and
some land called the Camping Land to a relative. No reference to property or shop in
Hoxne sadly, although probably in Low St!

Chris Johnson

K.G. READ & SON Jraditional Oak

PLUMBING & HEATING : ‘
CONTRACTOR CaJ_ pen tly

e BOILER INSTALLATION,
SERVICE & REPAIR.

e OIL TANK REPLACEMENT.

e BATHROOM & SHOWERS
INSTALLED INCLUDING
CERAMIC TILING.

MARCUS READ
01379 668328
07710 757334

ORCHARD HOUSE,

HECKFIELD GREEN, HOXNE www.traditionaloakcarpentry.co.uk
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Parish Council Reports

Please see page 2 for Parish Council
contact details and website addresses.

Denham

Please see Page 13 for
Denham Village Hall events.

For all bookings and enquiries
please contact
Jane Gilmore, Secretary,
on 07793047986

Hoxne

For contacting Hoxne Parish Council we
now have a telephone number in addition
to making contact via the website. It is:
07594 657416. This number will get you
through to the Parish Clerk.

There is no further news regarding traffic
management within the parish. We are
waiting for Suffolk Highways and the
police to ratify our suggestions for which
the Council has allocated a considerable
amount of money.

All households within the Hoxne Parish
should have received a leaflet offering
suggestions and guidance for coping with
any future flooding within the village as
a result of severe weather. The Council
has also devised an emergency plan.
Keep the leaflet safe - there are also
important links on there that may be of
use in future adverse weather. If you
require another cope/ of the leaflet there
are copies in the village hall.

Within the first week of December there
will be a group of your parish councillors
in the community orchard at Heckfield
Green undertaking maintenance of
vegetation and trees. They will also be
hopefully repairing the gate to the
orchard and installing a new bench,
kindly donated by a family having long
time connections with the village. Small
though it is, we encourage residents to
use the orchard for the peace and
tranquillity it offers.

The Council has successfully applied to
renew the Swan public house as a
‘community asset’, meaning that if the
owner (Stonegate) wishes to sell the
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premises, the residents of Hoxne are
given the opportunity to raise funds to
purchase the pub for community use.

The proposed Shreves Farm development
came before an Extraordinary meeting of
Hoxne Parish Council again some weeks
ago, having been revised since the
original application. There are still a few
issues which the Council are not happy
with, details of which can be found in the
minutes of that meeting on the Council
website. The ultimate planning decision
however rests with Mid Suffolk Council
Planning.

Finally on behalf of Hoxne Parish Council
may | wish you a Happi/ Christmas and a
reminder that you could make a New

Year’s resolution to_ﬂoin the Parish
Council - there is still one vacancy!

Chris Parkin
Chair, Hoxne Parish Council

Syleham

Syleham Parish Council met on

5th November. At the meeting
councillors were updated on the new
village si%]n, which is nearing completion.
The sign has been carved and painted and
local craftsmen have been appointed to
create the aluminium frame and build
the brick base.

Councillors were also updated on plans to
develop an Emergency Plan for the
village. The first meeting to discuss the
Terms of Reference will take place in
November. If any Syleham residents
would like to get involved in drawing up
the plan, please email the parish clerk at
clerk@syleham-pc.gov.uk.

Following concerns raised by residents
relating to the recent spate of
anonymous flag-flying in the village on
Suffolk Highways property, councillors
agreed to adopt the government’s flag-
flying guidance, which can be found
here: https://www.%ov.uk/government/
publications/flying-flags-a-plain-english-
guide.

The Parish Council has a new website
(see details below). The website is a
Eov.uk domain in line with government

est practice and councillors have
adopted gov.uk email addresses.

Councillors also agreed a small grant
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towards the cost of the restoration of a
medieval chest at St Margaret's Church.

To find out more about what was
discussed at the meeting visit
www.syleham-pc.gov.uk. The next
parish council meeting will take place on
Wednesday 4th February 2026 at 7.00 pm
at Syleham and Win%fie d village hall.
Members of the public are very welcome
to attend.

Wingfield

Wingfield Parish Council met on

17th September 2025. At the meeting
councillors co-opted and welcomed
Mr Jay Fletcher onto the council.

Councillors approved a grant application
towards the cost of the Open Gardens
event of £178.81. The event raised
£5.5k, with the proceeds divided
between a local hospice and St Andrew's
Church. Councillors thanked the
organisers and volunteers for their hard
work making the event such a success.

Councillors also welcomed the news that
a Wingfield History Project Group had
been set up. The project includes plans
to record older residents’ memories of
living in Wingfield and the creation of
information boards giving details of the
historic buildings, oral history, and
walking routes around the village.

Councillors thanked Cllr Lee Smith for his
work repairing the village's phone box
and also thanked District Councillor
Lavinia Hadingham for her support in
resolving the flooding issue at Castle

Re stringin

Accessories &8

Chickering Corner Farm, HOXRENPE
Please phone to discuss your requl
or to make an appointment

07958 758 602

Crescent. The Parish Council had raised
the issue with Cllr Hadingham on behalf
of residents. The council were also
updated on the second village
defibrillator which had now been
delivered and was due to be installed at
Corner Green Farm.

Councillors welcomed Dawn Wnukoski
DW), Emergency Planning Support
fficer, BMSDC, to the meeting who

spoke to the council about the

importance of parishes having
emergency plans in place. Councillors
agreed to develop an emergency plan in
line with BMSDC guidance.

For more information on what was
discussed at the meeting
visit wingfieldparishcouncil.com.

The next meeting of the Parish Council
will be on 19 November at 7.30 pm at
Syleham and Wingfield Village Hall. All
are welcome.

Lesley Hastie
Clerk, Syleham & Wingfield
Parish Councils

Suffolk Libraries - Mobile Library Routes

Denham post box: 11.25-11.35am

not being used.

Denham Calling every 4 weeks on Thursdays
Next stops: 11th December & 8th January

Sadly the Wingfield service has been discontinued, because it was

Syleham, Brome & Oakley Calling every 4 weeks on Tuesdays
Next stops: 9th December & 6th January

Syleham, Wingfield Road (Junction with Weybread Road): 11.45-11.55am
Brome & Oakley village hall: 12.15-12.30pm
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Crossword

Puzzle No. 168

To enter the crossword
competition, send*

your solution to the

editor for a chance to
win £20. The winner
will be the first correct
entry picked at
random from those
received by Thursday,
8th January 2026 at
the latest. Please add
your name and address

to entries.

*You can email a
photograph or scan of

your entry to:
vvsuffolk@live.co.uk

Across

7. Drive quickly and burn the road up (6)

8. Shortage of twisted thread (6)
10. Yearn for a try in the past (4,3)
11. Banish from latex pelmet (5)
12. Every person within reach (4)
13. Tree with the shakes (5)

17. Wide minor highway (5)

18. Threesome cause a riot (4)

22. Wading bird mainly showing sorrow (5)

23. Genteel sport despite the use of
mallets (7)

24. One drinking during meal (6)

25. Money made by idol larking about (6)

Down

15

[S2 I S N

O O

14.
15.
16.
19.
20.
21.

Bo((;l; of psalms in chaps alterations
Curtail a US state and join
together (7)
Fight over what to discard (5)
Frankie Laine’s shameless woman (7)
Rubbish written about alleged tasty
dish (5)
Wrap up well in this country (5)

. Scone can't be found in Swiss lake

9)
Waste money on battered food (7)
Rue blot causing a problem (7)
Rose put into a new stance (7)
Baste a nasty person (5)
Envelops fast food (5)

D(ré\;e to see casual top in an upland

The winner of crossword puzzle no.167 was: Barbara Irwin
Apologies for the error - 11 across and 5 down didn’t quite match

Answers: Across: 1. Mourning 7. Dress 8. Evincible 9. Oar 10. Snob 11. Placid
13. Demise 14. Encore 17. Barman 18. Asia 20. Mar 22. Concierge 23. Reach 24. Interest

Down: 1. Meets 2. Uniform 3. Nice 4. Nibble 5. Melon 6. Ascribe 7. Descent 12. Ostrich
13. Denmark 15. Observe 16. Cannon 17. Broad 19. Adept 21. Mite



Waveney Tree Specialists
Ltd

Your local tree surgeons, based in Hoxne, covering East Anglia.
Established in 2008. Accredited, Fully Insured & Qualified.

We specialise in both domestic and commercial works and offer

the following services: il
e following services: $SIp Aoproved
Tree surgery and felling .
Tree & Hedge reshaping and pruning
Disease and storm damage

Cit
Stump removal cu%c%g s
NPTC \ &

For a free no obligation estimate, contact us on Aoa
01379 668636 or 07990 801388 C5CS
E: info@waveneytrees.co.uk  W: www.waveneytrees.com CERTIFCATION SCHEM

CERTIFICATION SCHEME

 ERE

ra] T

Scan or visit
www.cowhams.co.uk

01379 388 999

enquiries@cowhams.co.uk
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