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PARISH COUNCILS 
DENHAM 
Web:  www.denham.onesuffolk.net 

Rod Caird (Clerk)   07785 331217 

Email:  denhamparishclerk@gmail.com 

Tania Farrow (C) 

Carol Rose (V-C)   01379 669337 

Nick Farrow 

Margaret Reeves   01379 668179 

HOXNE 
Web:  www.hoxne.onesuffolk.net 

Sarah Foote (Clerk)  07554 733621 

Email:  pc@hoxne.suffolk.gov.uk 

Edward O’Connor (C) 01379 668241 

Iain Gibson (V-C) 

John Brawn   01379 668352 

Sarah Entwisle 

Alan Garnham 

Michael Knights   01379 668060 

Kevin Potter 

Mick Procner    01379 669073 

Stephen Rich 

Simon Wilby 

SYLEHAM 
Web:  www.syleham-pc.org.uk 

David Young (Clerk)   01379 668556 

Malcolm Flounders (C)  01379 668413 

Gloria Elsden (V-C)   01379 668409 

Gerald Lewis    01379 669258 

Maj. Andrew Napier DL  01379 668421 

Steve Phillips   01379 668686 

Robert Pilch    01379 668038 

Steven Scott    07780 977518 

WINGFIELD 
Web:  www.wingfield-pc.org.uk 

David Young (Clerk)   01379 668556 

Michael Harvey (C)  01379 586355 

Lee Smith (V-C)   01379 384531 

Rosemary Elliott 

Robin Feavearyear 

Tony Jolly    01379 384024 

Guy Mathias    01379 388391 

Melanie Murray  01379 384503 

CHURCH COUNCILS 
DENHAM 
Mrs Helen Joslin (Sec.) 

Mrs Jemma Hindle (Treas.) 

Mrs Hilary Castleden 

Mr Paul Chenery 

Mrs Barbara Irwin 

Mrs Margaret Reeves 

Mr Michael Reeves 

HOXNE 
Mr John Brawn (Sec.) 

Mr Philip Flagg (Treas.) 

Mr Guy McGregor (CW) 

Mr Wilf White (CW) 

Mrs Jean Chapman 

Mr John Chapman 

Mrs Maureen Johnson 

Mr John Swann 

SYLEHAM 
Mrs Mary Lewis (CW & Treas.) 

Mrs Sarah Buckley 

Ms Sarah Hawes 

Miss Thelma Soanes 

Mrs Angela Wright 

WINGFIELD 
Mrs Sharon Alldis (Sec.) 

Mrs Lorraine Ware (Treas.) 

Mr John McCracken (CW) 

Mr Graham Alldis 

Mr Bob Elliott 

Ms Eleanor Goodison 

Mr Michael Harvey 

Mrs Sue Harvey 

 

 

 

The Revd. Michael Womack is chair 

of each Parochial Church Council. 

 

 

C Chair 

V-C Vice Chair 

CW Church Warden 
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Friday 28th September 

Wingfield Parish Council Meeting WB p44 

Saturday 29th September 

Hoxne Produce & Craft Market HVH p10 

Saturday 29th September 

- Sunday 7th October 

Royal Photographic Society WB p9 

Sunday 30th September 

Red Feather Club & Hospital Museum p8 

Tuesday 2nd October 

Hoxne Heritage Group, The Swan p18 

Thursday 4th October 

Hoxne Parish Council Meeting HPP p42 

Friday 5th October 

Hoxne Garden & Social Club Ramble p20 

Open Mic Night SWH p11 

Tuesday 9th October 

Phoenix Group talk HVH p32 

Friday 12th October 

Film Night, Phantom Thread HVH p9 

Karaoke Night SWH p11 

Saturday 13th October 

Fagin? WB p9 

Sunday 14th October 

Harvest Lunch HVH p18 

Tuesday 16th October 

Rural Coffee Caravan, Wingfield p8 

Thursday 18th October 

Hoxne Garden & Social Club Talk HVH p20 

Saturday 20th October 

Coffee Morning, St Peter and St Paul p19 

Friday 26th October 

Bingo SWH p10 

Saturday 27th October 

Hoxne Produce & Craft Market HVH p10 

Castleton Band, St Peter and St Paul p19 

Sunday 28th October 

Red Feather Club & Hospital Museum p8 

Thursday 1st November 

Hoxne Parish Council Meeting HVH p43 

Friday 2nd November 

Open Mic Night SWH p11 

Tuesday 6th November 

Hoxne Heritage Group, The Swan p18 

Wednesday 7th November 

Syleham Parish Council Meeting, SWH p43 

Thursday 8th November 

Hoxne Music Festival AGM HPP P8 

Open Space Theatre Company WB P9 

Friday 9th November 

Film Night, The Mercy, HVH p10 

Karaoke Night SWH p11 

Saturday 10th November 

Coffee Morning SWH p10 

The Mariner SWH p11 

Thursday 15th November 

Hoxne Garden & Social Club Talk HVH p20 

Phoenix Group Coach Trip p32 

Saturday 17th November 

Coffee Morning, St Peter and St Paul p19 

Quiz Night - Friends of the Church HVH p19 

Charity Evening SWH p11 

Tuesday 20th November 

St Edmund’s Day P7 

Thursday 22nd November 

Hoxne Heritage Group Talk HVH p18 

Saturday 24th November 

Hoxne Produce & Craft Market HVH p10 

Wednesday 28th November 

Denham Parish Council Meeting p42 

Thursday 29th November 

Wingfield & District Gardening Club BVH p20 

Friday 30th November 

Bingo SWH p10 

Wingfield Parish Council Meeting WB p44 

Saturday 1st December 

Christmas Fair HVH p25 

Quiz Night - Fressingfield Scouts HVH p10 

Friday 7th December 

Hoxne Garden & Social Club Xmas Meal HVH p20 

Friday 14th December 

Film Night, The Bromley Boys HVH p10 

Saturday 15th December 

Hoxne Produce & Craft Market HVH p10 

 

For Church Services and Events, see p24-25 

For Mobile Library, see p28 

BVH Brundish Village Hall 

DVH Denham Village Hall 

HVH St Edmunds Village Hall, Hoxne 

HPP Playing Fields Pavilion, Hoxne 

SWH Syleham & Wingfield Village Hall 

WB Wingfield Barns 

Diary Dates 
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Richard Thurlow 

W 
e would like extend our 

heartfelt thanks to our special 

friends and neighbours for their 

love, kindness, incredible help and 

support during the last weeks of Richard's 

illness and in recent months.  Thank you 

to the Rev Michael, to Anna and everyone 

that helped at Wingfield Barns, to Susan 

Whymark for her very special care and to 

everyone that attended the service to 

remember Richard.  Thanks to generous 

donations we were able to send £760 to 

the Norfolk and Norwich University 

Hospital to help support the Palliative 

Care Team. 

Alison and family 

Green Farm, Syleham 

Village Voice Back Issues 

I 
 have an almost complete set of the 

Village Voice dating back to 2001 if 

any reader is interested in having 

them all, or just one or two issues.  

Otherwise, sadly, they will be recycled. 

Jan Murray 

01379 668511 

Breast Cancer Tea Party 

S 
incere thanks to everyone who 

supported my tea party in Syleham 

for Breast Cancer Care.  It made 

£440!  The care my daughter has received 

during the past year has made so much 

difference and I hope this gift of money 

will make a difference for someone else’s 

daughter. 

Mary Lewis 

Little Hemplands, Syleham 

Christmas Tree Invite 

T 
he Friends of St Peter and St Paul 

Hoxne are hoping to arrange a 

Christmas tree display in the 

church over the weekend 

of 22nd and 23rd 

December.  Some years 

ago a similar event proved 

to be very popular. 

With this in mind we should like to 

invite local clubs, associations, 

businesses and volunteer groups to 

support us by displaying their own 

Christmas tree with a theme; possibly a 

Christmas carol or song for example. 

Before we go ahead with the planning 

it’s important for us to ascertain the 

likely level of interest and so it would be 

helpful if you could reply by email to 

either: 

davidjhyde@btopenworld.com 

rhonabertie@gmail.com 

anneswann3@hotmail.com 

We look forward to hearing from you 

soon. 

David Hyde 

Anyone for Badminton? 

B 
eginners, intermediates and 

returners welcome.  Hoxne Village 

Hall – Tuesday mornings 9.30 am.  

Taster/starting session free.  Contact 

Steph or John: 

jsdakin@sky.com 

01379 871870 

07904 910284 

Letters to the Editor 

 

07749315908  

chrisjhoward5@googlemail.com 

www.chrishowardplumbingandheating.co.uk 

 All household plumbing 

 Gas boiler install and 
servicing 

 Hot water cylinders  
 

Free non committal 
quotes  

Local, professional 
and reliable service 
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Hoxne Charities 
Clay Shoot 

I 
 would like to thank all the many 

people who supported the annual 

Hoxne Charities Clay Shoot on Sunday 

2nd September.  There are too many to 

thank individually here, but just a tiny 

mention of Andrew who has now 'retired' 

from the organisational group after 

helping at each of the clay shoots after 

this event started, well at least 10 years 

ago.  Thank you, Andrew.  We are 

indebted to Peter Saunders for the loan of 

the lovely piece of land at Oakley Park.  

Thank you, Peter. 

Many came from far and wide to enjoy 

taking part in the competition or to try 

out this activity under guidance from an 

experienced shot. 

At the time of writing we are 

awaiting final calculations, 

but we are hoping to have 

raised about £1000 for each 

of this year's chosen charities 

- Hoxne School Association 

(charity number 1102747) and 

Hoxne Playing Field (charity 

number 304769).  We were 

also glad to host the drawing 

of the Playing Field annual 

raffle.  See you again in 2019! 

Julie Thompson 

Suffolk Historic 
Churches Trust 
Sponsored Cycle Ride 
My day in the saddle 

S 
aturday 8th September - the day of 

the SHCT sponsored bike ride - 

started off fine and sunny.  We 

arrived at Denham church early to put up 

the balloons and set up the paperwork 

for the recorders, who would be there 

throughout the day, and to put out the 

refreshments for riders, walkers and the 

recorders themselves.  By the time I left 

to start my ride it had become overcast 

but still dry.  I had planned a new route 

this year to take in some churches I had 

not visited before; Worlingworth, 

Tannington and Bedfield.  The SHCT 

website had a very helpful overlay on 

Google maps showing the open churches 

which made it easier to see their spread, 

then transferring to the OS map for a 

route, as taking a wrong turning on a bike 

is a serious matter! 

I went from Denham to Horham, then 

on to Horham Baptist Chapel and down to 

Worlingworth and was the first to sign in 

there.  Here I met a couple who were 

also cycling on to Tannington and knew of 

a pathway that cut off a corner and 

avoided a hill, I joined them and we 

chatted companionable as we peddled.  

They were more seasoned riders than I, 

but kindly modified their pace for me. 

Tannington is a very pretty church and 

the approach is welcoming.  It was the 

Recorder there that commented on the 

novel positioning 

of my yellow 

SHCT sticker.  It 

was on the back 

of my head stuck 

to my hair!  My 

companions had 
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seen it, but hadn't liked to comment!  It 

must have come off the back of my 

jacket as I peeled off layers earlier.  One 

way to advertise the ride! 

From Tannington to Bedfield was again 

across the fields, but this time following 

a concrete farm track which led almost 

to the door of Bedfield church via a back 

gate.  It was here that my companions 

and I parted company, they were going 

on to Monk Soham and I to Southolt.  As I 

turned off Church Road, I passed The 

Crown pub and folk were harnessing up 

ponies and horses with trotting carriages.  

A couple were warming up their rigs 

along the Southolt road, a lovely sight 

though the pace they went was a bit 

scary! 

As I was approaching Southolt church, I 

passed Tim, also from Denham church, 

travelling in the opposite direction.  We 

stopped and chatted a while and he 

reminded me that there were sausage 

rolls waiting at Redlingfield which put a 

spurt into my peddling.  There was a 

wedding on at Southolt, which has a long 

driveway up to the church, so the 

Recorder was sat under a gazebo on the 

road side, allowing the two events to 

progress un-entwined! 

Then lunch at Redlingfield, where I met 

another couple with two young 

passengers, and on with the final pedal 

home. 

I was pleased with my ride and 

thoroughly enjoyed it.  Many folk visit far 

more churches and travel much further, 

but for me the 8 churches and 18 miles 

was an enjoyable morning's ride. 

So on behalf of all of the Local 

Organisers, thank you to all of those folk 

that rode, walked and sat in the church 

recording and of course to the Sponsors 

who enable us to keep the churches 

open. 

Sue Roberts 

St John's Denham local organiser 

Henry IV 
Found in Hoxne! 

H 
enry IV [1399-1413] also known 

as Henry Bolingbroke [1367-1413] 

of Bolingbroke Castle, 

Lincolnshire was the son of 

John of Gaunt [1340-1399] and 

his wife Blanche of Lancaster 

[1345-1368].  In 2010, a single 

find at Hoxne of a gold noble 

of Six shillings and Eight pence 

was located in a field within 

the village. 

This heavy coinage depicting an 

armoured King standing in a ship holding 

an upright sword and quartered shield is 

a very rare 

survival 

within the 

coin world.  

It was sold 

by Spink in 

December 2010 and came up for sale 

again in September 2018. 

The heavier 120 grain weight gold noble 

was issued in the earlier part of the reign 

of Henry IV and continued at this weight 

until circa 1412.  The lighter 108 grain 

gold noble was issued in 1412 only for a 

short period as Henry IV died in 1413 as 

he had serious health problems.  He was 

not buried at Westminster Abbey, but at 

Canterbury Cathedral with his second 

wife Joan of Navarre [d.1437]. 

Some wealthy person must have been 

very upset when they lost a gold noble, 

as the auction estimate today is in excess 

of £12,000. 

Stephen Govier, Elmswell 

Hoxne Rocks Again 

M 
ore rocky decorations have been 

spotted along the path ways and 

open spaces of Hoxne.  These 

seemingly anonymous creations may well 
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appeal to the wider world and there’s 

Facebook groups that could be of interest 

to budding rock artists such as Suffolk 

Rocks UK or Norfolk Rocks UK.  Just add 

the group on the rock and your hash tag 

so people can snap and share when 

found.  Here is a few of the wide variety 

spotted since the last Village Voice issue: 

Borderhoppa Hire 

D 
id you know that, along with our 

door-to-door dial a ride and 

outings service for members, not 

for profit community groups can hire our 

minibuses for their own outings. 

Go to destinations of your choice, visit 

your favourite places or enjoy shopping 

trips with your group. 

Our requirements are very simple. Your 

group must register with us as a not for 

profit organisation, cost of our annual 

group membership is £15, tell us what 

your group does and when and where you 

would like use of a minibus. 

If you would like to make a booking or 

for more information please call 01379 

854800 or email: 

adminborderhoppa@btconnect.com 

www.borderhoppa.org 

St Edmund’s Day 

D 
on’t forget it’s St Edmund’s Day 

on Tuesday 20th November, so 

please join 

in and celebrate our 

true patron Saint.  

Why not fly the St 

Edmund flag or put 

up bunting to show 

your support?  You can buy these very 

reasonably from the online shop of fellow 

St Edmund supporters at: 

www.welovebse.com 

Perhaps place an order with friends and 

neighbours to 

save postage.  

Find out about 

the history of St 

Edmund at: 

www.hoxne.net 

 
Cottage Garden Company 

 

RHS qualified gardener for 

general garden maintenance, 

preparation and planting 
 

Contact Sarah on 01379 668643 

cottagegardencompany@gmail.com 

 

Friendly reliable personal help, care and 

domestic cleaning for the elderly and anyone 

who needs help in their own home.  Norfolk, 
Suffolk and surrounding areas.  Cleaning, 

companionship, shopping, bed making, meals 
or any duties including organising days out.  

Fully insured and DBS certified. 

Call Linda on 07951 528722 

mopncarehome@gmail.com 
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Rural Coffee Caravan 

T 
he Rural Coffee Caravan will once 

again be visiting Wingfield at 

Castle Crescent, 10am - 12pm on 

Tuesday 16th October.  The caravan 

delivers information and friendship to 

rural communities across Suffolk.  To get 

in touch: 

Telephone: 01379 855338 

ruralcoffeecaravan.org.uk 

Red Feather Club 

T 
he Red Feather Club museum, 

operated and managed by the 95th 

Bomb Group Heritage Association, 

is open to the public 10am-4pm on 

Sunday 30th September and for the final 

time this year on Sunday 28th October, 

which will be a bumper event with 

military vehicles, stalls and music. 

The museum exclusively houses 

uniforms and memorabilia relating to the 

95th Bomb Group who flew out of 

Horham during WW2. 

Red Feather Club Museum, 

Coldhams Hill, Denham  IP21 5DG 

www.95thbg-horham.com 

The 95th Bomb Group 
Hospital Museum 

C 
ome and visit the restored Hospital 

rooms of the 95th BG, A.A.F 

Station 119 Horham.  Exhibits, tea 

rooms with free parking and admission.  

We are open the same days as the Red 

Feather Club, 10am-4pm, so Sunday 30th 

September and Sunday 28th October for 

the last time this year. 

The 95th Bomb Group Hospital Museum 

Shingle Hill, Denham IP21 5EU 

www.95thbghospitalmuseum.co.uk 

Also open by appointment, 

Telephone: 01379 870514 

What's On Here 
 

Hoxne Music Festival AGM 

T 
he Annual General Meeting of the 

Hoxne Music Festival will take 

place on Thursday 8th November 

at 7.30pm at the Playing Field pavilion.  

Members of the public are welcome to 

attend. 

Plans are already in hand for a major 

musical event in May 2019 on a Saturday 

night at the Village Hall on a date yet to 

be agreed.  More details in future Village 

Voice issues. 

www.hoxnemusicfestival.com 

We meet Mondays 

7.30 – 9pm ~ 

Winter Venue: 

St. Edmunds Hall, 

Hoxne ~ Summer 

Venue: St. Peter 

& St. Paul’s 

Church, Hoxne.  

Join the fun 

We are a community choir, open to all, 

regardless of ability or previous singing 

experience and without audition.  Songs 

are taught by ear and there is no need to 

be able to read music.  Lyric sheets, 

sound files and scores are used to support 

learning.  We enjoy a wide repertoire 

covering many different music genres and 

have commissioned work from 

contemporary British composers.  We are 

based in Hoxne and have members from 

seventeen villages.  Visit our website for 

further information: 
www.thevillagevoices.weebly.com 
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Wingfield Barns 

Royal Photographic Society 
Saturday 29th September to Sunday 7th 

October - 11am to 4pm Wed to Sun. 

Gallery 1, Gallery 2 and Studio 4. 

The RPS return to the Barns with 

exhibitions from the East Anglia 

Member’s Group, the Nature Group, and 

a special one-off collection from Brian 

Beaney. 

Fagin? – A Kick in the Head 
production starring Giles Shenton 

Saturday 13th October 

7.30pm - Tickets £14/£12 

Who was Fagin?  Was he the Fagin in 

Dickens' Oliver Twist?  Was he the Fagin 

in Oliver! the musical?  

Was he based on a 

real-life character?  

Join Fagin as he 

reviews his situation 

during his final night 

in prison before being 

hanged.  As madness 

envelops him he is ‘visited’ by some old 

acquaintances.  Think you know Fagin?  

Think again. 

Open Space Theatre Company 
presents The Browning Version 
by Terence Rattigan 

Thursday 8th November 

7.30pm – Tickets £11/£9 

Trapped in an unhappy marriage, the 

thwarted desires of 

Millie Crocker-Harris 

are released in the 

form of spite and 

betrayal as her 

ailing, humiliated 

schoolteacher 

husband, Andrew - 

also unloved by his 

pupils - faces academic and marital 

oblivion.  But could an unexpected gift 

from one student help restore some 

semblance of humanity?  Rattigan’s finest 

play is full of moments of great 

compassion and heartache. A 

masterpiece. 

Other Events 
Our regular groups and classes are getting 

back in to the swing of things after a few 

breaks over the summer months.  Details 

are as follows: 

Tuesdays 

Art with John Parker – 10am to 4pm in 

Studio 4; 

Pilates with Emma – 10am for Bring the 

Baby, 11am for All Abilities in Gallery 2; 

Thursdays 

Keep Fit with Emily – 10am in Gallery 2; 

Fridays 

Yoga with Alice – 9.30am in Gallery 2; 

 

For more information on all of the above, 

to book tickets and for details of all our 

upcoming events, please visit our 

website. 

www.wingfieldbarns.com 

Wingfield Barns | Church Road 

Wingfield | IP21 5RA | 01379 384505 

Hoxne Village Hall 

F 
ilm Nights continue on the second 

Friday of each month.  Bar opens 

7pm.  Film starts 7.30pm with 

interval.  Ice creams and pop corn 

available.  Tickets in advance on 01379 

668060 or from Hoxne Deli 

and Tea Rooms. 

Phantom Thread 
Friday 12th October 

1950s London, dressmaker 

Reynolds Woodcock (Daniel 

Day-Lewis) and his sister 

Cyril (Lesley Manville) are at 

the centre of British fashion.  
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Christmas Fair 

Saturday 1st December 

12 noon to 2.30pm.  Meet 

Father Christmas, enjoy 

mulled wine, teas, raffle, 

cakes, savouries and indulge 

in a variety of stalls at this ever popular 

event.  See page 25. 

Hoxne Produce & Craft Market 
LAST SATURDAY EVERY MONTH 

29th September, 27th October, 24th 

November, 15th December (alternative 

date).  9.30am - 12.30pm. 

Historic village market with over 20 stalls 

Cafe, local produce & handmade crafts 

www.facebook.com/HoxneMarket 

Seasonal Organic Fruit and Vegetables 

also available from Anglian Organics: 

www.anglianorganics.co.uk 

 

For bookings, email Sharon and Sally on 

hoxnevhbookings@outlook.com or call 

07876 215269. 

www.hoxnevillagehall.co.uk  

Syleham and 
Wingfield Village Hall 

B 
ingo continues on the last Friday of 

each month at Syleham and 

Wingfield village hall.  We raise 

funds for locally nominated charities and 

good causes.  Come along on 26th 

October and 30th November when we 

will raise money to add to the purchase of 

a defibrillator for Wingfield.  We start just 

after 8pm.  The bar will be open and we 

will run a raffle.  We look forward to 

seeing you. 

'Come along for Coffee' on Saturday 

10th November between 10.30am and 

12.30am.  Enjoy the tea, coffee, cakes 

and savouries, as well as a natter.  We 

will have a raffle, cake stall, Usborne 

books, Jan's jams, jewellery, some crafts.  

Free entry.  Do join us!  

Women come and go through Woodcock's 

life, until he comes across a young, strong

-willed woman, Alma (Vicky Krieps), who 

soon becomes a fixture in his life as his 

muse and lover.  (15) 

The Mercy 
Friday 9th November 

The incredible story of 

amateur sailor Donald 

Crowhurst and his solo 

attempt to 

circumnavigate the 

globe.  The struggles 

he confronted on the 

journey while his 

family awaited his 

return is one of the most enduring 

mysteries of recent times.   Starring Colin 

Firth and Rachel Weisz.  (12A) 

The Bromley Boys 
Friday 14th December 

A funny and touching 

coming of age football 

memoir played out to 

the sights and sounds of 

late 60's Britain.  Based 

on the hilarious novel 

by Dave Roberts, it 

recounts the author's 

highs and lows supporting the worst 

football team in the country at the time - 

Bromley FC.  (PG) 

Quiz Nights 
Saturday 17th November 

Quiz in aid of Friends of Hoxne Church.  

Bar opens 7pm for 7.30 start.  Teams of 

up to 6,  £5 per head.  Picnics welcome 

for half time. 

Saturday 1st December 

Quiz in aid of Fressingfield Scouts.  Bar 

opens 7pm for 7.30 start.  Teams of up to 

6, £5 per head.  Picnics welcome for half 

time. 

To book either or both of the above, call 

Michael on 01379 668060. 
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10 Church Street, Eye, 

Suffolk IP23 7BD 

Open Monday -  Saturday 

Late Appointments Thursday 

Telephone 01379 871560 

Common Ground theatre company will 

be here on the evening of Saturday 10th 

November with Pat Whymark's musical 

adaptation of Samuel Taylor Colridge's the 

Rime of the Ancient Mariner.  Please see 

www.commongroundtc.co.uk for 

bookings or call 07807 341364.  Tickets 

£12 or £7 for under 21s.  Start time 

7.30pm.  Bar open.  Raffle. 

Sports and Social club membership 

allows you to come along each Tuesday & 

Friday and also to our member events.  

Just ask at the bar.  The first Friday of 

the month also sees Open Mic, while the 

second Friday is Karaoke. 

Please do come along to Syleham and 

Wingfield Village Hall (postcode for 

SatNav users IP21 4LT) on Saturday 17th 

November for a special event to raise 

funds for the Children's Liver disease 

charity www.childliverdisease.org.  The 

evening will include Karaoke and an Open 

Mic session.  Times and ticket prices to be 

confirmed, so please keep an eye out for 

posters. 

Julie Thompson, 07929 794636  

k.thompson156@btinternet.com 

Syleham Community Area 
The Syleham & Wingfield Village Hall 

Management Committee is pleased to be 

able to report that the piece of land 

which was bought last year for the benefit 

of the village has finally been cultivated 

and sown with hardy grass seed.  The area 

had not been cultivated for many years 

and the grass is struggling to compete 

with the weeds lurking in the soil but, 

once we are sure that it is growing 

strongly, the area will be fenced with post 

and rail fencing and wooden gates, and 

then with native hedging.  We would be 

grateful if you did not walk on the grass 

whilst it is getting established. 

Thanks are due to people who have 

helped to clear the area of stones and 

debris and to organise the fencing. 

This new facility is very much for the 

village, with families and community 

events particularly in mind, and before 

any further development takes place the 

Management Committee will be holding an 

open meeting to glean your ideas. 

Meanwhile, if you would like to make a 

little bit of it ‘your own’ by planting 

‘your’ bit of hedge, do let us know as soon 

as possible.  Hedge planting could take 

place early in the autumn, so please keep 

an eye out for posters. 

Mary Lewis, 01379 669258 

Management Committee Secretary 

mary.lewis43@icloud.com 

How to book the hall 
Bookings for Syleham and Wingfield 

village hall can be made with:  

Donna Baker, 01379 668361 

donnamariegoose@hotmail.co.uk 
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PLEASE CALL 01986 799175 

REGISTERED MEMBER OF THE INSTITUTE OF CHIMNEY SWEEPS 

CLEAN & FRIENDLY SERVICE 

SMOKE TESTS 

CCTV INSPECTIONS 

FULLY INSURED 

INSURANCE CERTIFICATES 

COMPETITIVE RATES 

Your local tree surgeons, based in Hoxne 
We specialise in: 

• Tree surgery and felling 
• Reshaping and pruning 
• Disease and storm damage 
• Stump removal 
• 20m hoist and operator for hire 

Fully qualified, certificated and insured. 
For free estimates please call Joan or Alan Garnham 

01379 668636 or 07990 801388 

waveneytrees@btconnect.com 
www.waveneytrees.com 

Waveney Tree Specialists  
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Mass Times: 

Saturday : 10 a.m. and 

  6 p.m. (Vigil Mass) 

Sunday : 9 a.m. 

Weekdays : 9.30 a.m. (Tues-Fri) 

 

Website : www.sthenrymorse.com 

(Info: Ellen Pitt  Tel 01379 668308) 

Catholic Parish of 

The Most Holy Trinity 

Church of St Henry Morse 

Shelfanger Road, Diss IP12 4DX 

Parish Priest: Canon David Bagstaff 

Tel: 01379 642914 
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What's On There 
many of the local shops and eateries 

where samples will be provided.  This is 

an ideal activity to do as a group of 

friends, family members or existing group.  

For further details follow the link from 

Food and Drink Walk on our home page. 

www.visitharleston.org.uk 

Wilby 

Stepdance Workshop 

W 
ould you like to learn to 

stepdance?  Bookings now being 

taken for Saturday 6th October 

at Wilby Coronation Village Hall, IP21 5LR.  

11am till approx. 1pm.  Tickets £20.00 

which includes Tea, Coffee, Squash & 

Biscuits.  Contact Doreen on 07591 

499912. 

Beyond the Wall 

Apple Day 

B 
eyond the Wall will be holding their 

annual apple day on Sunday 7th 

October from 12 noon to 3.30pm.  

Come and join us at The Walled Garden, 

Thornham Magna, Eye, IP23 8HA  

www.beyondthewall.org.uk 

 

Eye Goes Green 

Autumn Fair 

E 
ye Goes Green had a very 

successful autumn fair last year 

due to a wide range of local 

stallholders and the fantastic creativity of 

the 6th form Art and Design students of 

Hartismere School.  The students created 

sculptures and furniture from recycled 

and found materials.  We are building on 

that success for this years Fair at Eye 

Town Hall, Broad Street, Eye on Saturday 

13th October 10am to 4pm. 

This year, we have a good variety of 

stalls including organic fruit & veg, 

amazing gluten free cakes & cookies, 

Eye Art Guild 

Exhibition 

T 
he Eye Arts Guild is a friendly 

group of artists from Eye and 

surrounding villages who are 

exhibiting some of their works throughout 

October at the Earsham Wetland Centre, 

Old Harleston Road, Earsham, Bungay 

NR35 2AF.  The theme is 'The Natural 

World' and most of the work is for sale.  

This exhibition will be changed in 

November and the group are also 

considering displaying their work in The 

Bank, Eye, in December.  More details to 

follow. 

Please direct any enquiries to: Jackie 

Johnson, 01379 668220 or see our 

website:  www.eyeartsguild.org.uk 

Harleston 

Food & Drink Festival 

I 
f you enjoy good food and drink and 

want to support local producers then 

make sure you are in Harleston on 

Saturday 6th October.  Once again there 

will be stalls in the Market Place between 

9.30am and 3.30pm selling cakes and 

pastries, preserves and jams, cider, apple 

juice and fruit liqueurs, beautiful flowers 

and much more.  There will be street 

food too – from Flying Chef, Pepperells, 

Waffle Works and Harleston’s Future 

amongst others.  Once again Shotford 

Hall Farm and Hill Farm will be open for 

visitors with lots of exciting displays and 

the vintage bus will provide a free shuttle 

service.  Too Many Cooks will provide 

entertainment with songs new and old 

about the delights of food and drink. 

That’s not all!  For the first time there 

will also be six Food & Drink Walks which 

will take place during the day and take in 
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Ron Rankin 
Painting & Decorating 

 

For all your 
Domestic & Commercial 

Property Maintenance & Decorating 
Competitive Prices & 

Professional Standards 
Reliable & Experienced 

 

Telephone:  01379 388243 

Mobile:  07762 326 226 
 

Please call for 
Advice & Quotations with 

No Obligation 

delicious jams & chutneys as well as fair 

trade food & crafts, beautifully finished 

bespoke furniture from reclaimed wood, 

bird boxes & tables, glass products & 

cards. All by local people. 

New this year, we have a local 

beekeeper with several types of honey to 

sample and buy.  He welcomes questions 

about beekeeping and will have a hive 

and other equipment on display. 

Adding to the eco arts and crafts will be 

Emmaus Suffolk, a charity providing 

support for unemployed and homeless 

people, they have upcycled furniture and 

other products for sale. 

Renewable energy, insulation & energy 

saving are hot topics – get the up-to-date 

information from a local expert. 

Eye allotments and Master Composters 

will be there along with volunteers caring 

for local woods and trees.  And also 

RSPB, Suffolk Wildlife Trust and Friends 

of the Earth. 

Bring along your apples & pears for local 

expert Paul Read to identify.  Visit the 

EGG stall to discuss local environmental 

issues and EGG initiatives such as Swift 

boxes.  Café Green will have tasty, 

seasonal soups, light lunches, scones, 

cakes, fair trade tea & coffee for sale. 

And this year’s show by Hartismere 

School?  Come to the fair and find out!  

See you there. Entrance is free. 

Proceeds of the Fair support local 

environmental projects. 

 

Harleston and District U3A 

A 
geing in the UK has for some time 

now been characterised, almost 

entirely, in terms of “bed-

blocking”, dementia and similar negative 

stereotypes.  There is some truth in this, 

of course, but plenty of older folk 

thoroughly enjoy life, post full-time work 

which is where U3A comes in. 

We are an inclusive, self-funding, non-

political, non-religious, cost effective 

organisation run “BY the members FOR the 

members. 

The title of a recent report - “Living 

Life, Extending Horizons, Challenging 

Conventions” neatly sums up the ethos of 

U3A and points out that membership has a 

positive and sustainable effect on the well

-being of those who are retired or semi-

retired from work. 
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Our regular general meetings are held 

at 2.00pm in the Masonic Rooms, 

Harleston on the third Wednesday of the 

month.  The next dates are 17th October 

and 21st November.  We have a varied 

programme of speakers, a raffle and 

some social time.  Visitors are most 

welcome.  Our website will give you 

information about the twenty plus 

interest groups on offer.  It is quite a 

good idea to attend a “taster session” to 

see if a particular group is what you are 

looking for.  Membership Secretary, Kim, 

can be contacted on 01986 788149 

ready to answer any other queries you 

may have. 

www.u3asites.org.uk/harleston 

 

Harleston Players 

Blackadder Goes Forth by 
Richard Curtis and Ben Elton 

T 
hroughout the ages, men of 

finesse, intelligence and courage 

have played their part in England's 

glorious heritage.  Others, like the long 

line of deceitful, cowardly and conniving 

Blackadders, have somehow emerged to 

claim their wrongful position in history. 

This is the story of how, destined to 

have fortune vomit on his eiderdown and 

to be forever shackled with a Baldrick 

(the descendant of an unfortunate 

meeting between a pig farmer and a 

bearded lady), Blackadder faced down 

the slings and arrows of life and got very 

badly hurt indeed. 

Performances at Archbishop Sancroft 

High School in October: Friday 19th, 

Saturday 20th, Thursday 25th, Friday 

26th and Saturday 27th, 7.30pm. 

Licensed Bar.  Tickets £9.50 (concs. 

£8.00) from the box office at Robinsons 

Traditional Stationers, 5 The 

Thoroughfare, Harleston IP20 9JG or 

01379 855027. 

www.harlestonplayers.co.uk 

Wilby 

Live music with BUCKSHEE 

S 
wing Jive, Rock/Roll, Salsa, Latin, 

Cajun to Caribbean Irish and 

Bluegrass.  Join us for live music 

with BUCKSHEE plus stepdance special 

and Jig dolls (dancing dolls).  See them 

if you can on Saturday 17th November, 

8pm 'til late.  Doors open 7pm.  Wilby 

Coronation Hall, Eye IP21 5LR.  Bar - 

Raffle - Food available. 

Tickets £7.50 - Book Early (no tickets 

on the door).  Doreen 07591 499912. 

 

Fressingfield 

Grand Picture Sale 

A 
ndrew Vessey has held several 

exhibitions of his Art since 

retiring to Fressingfield, much of 

it of local scenes and comprising 

pastels, ink drawings and oil paintings. 

The time has now come for him to 

have a clear-out of his studio (!) and so 

Andrew will be holding a GRAND 

PICTURE SALE at Fressingfield’s Sancroft 

Hall, on Saturday 1st December, 

10.00am - 3.00pm. 

Come and buy that special Christmas 

present, 

with 

pictures 

priced 

from £10 

- £100.  

Most of 

the 

works 

are 

framed.  

Andrew says that he intends sending 

20% of all sales to one of his favourite 

Charities, The Woodland Trust, who 

encourage us to value ancient trees and 

plant new ones. 
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High Banks, Athelington Road, Horham, Eye, Suffolk, IP21 5EH 

Tel: 01379 388438 - Mobile: 07977 075301 

E-mail: office@thedailycareagency.co.uk  

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR SOME EXTRA CARE AND SUPPORT TO HELP 

YOU REMAIN INDEPENDENT WITHIN YOUR OWN HOME AND COMMUNITY? 

THE DAILY CARE AGENCY IS A SMALL PRIVATELY OWNED DOMICILLIARY 

AGENCY THAT TAKES PRIDE IN HAVING THE TIME TO CARE AND OFFER 

INDIVIDUAL SUPPORT TO OUR CLIENTS 

For further information, please contact 01379 388438 / 07977 075301 

ARE YOU A CARER? – WE REGULARLY RECRUIT FOR LOCAL CARERS TO 

JOIN OUR TEAM 

The Daily Care Agency is registered and therefore licensed to provide services by the 

Care Quality Commission. Provider ID 1-101723169 
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Fressingfield Scouts 

Explorer Summer Camp – 
The Peak District 

Members of the Fressingfield Explorers 

reached the top of Kinder Scout, 

Derbyshire, after a fairly gruelling climb 

up 

Grindsbrook 

Booth in near 

30 degree 

heat, 

although well 

worth the 

effort.  A 

fantastic 

week was had 

in the great outdoors ending in a 

particularly stomach churning visit to the 

Alton Towers theme park. 

Scouts Summer Camp - NORJAM 
This year, for the first time in over 30 

years, we sent a contingent to our local 

Jamboree.  3 Leaders, 2 Explorer Young 

Leaders, and 14 Scouts spent the week at 

NORJAM at the Norfolk Showground.  This 

was a great experience for everyone.  

Our allocated subcamp was The ‘60s and 

we all dressed up in ‘60s costume for the 

closing ceremony, look at our website to 

see the pictures. 

The Scouts had two 3 hour long sessions 

a day of activities, a free cinema for the 

evenings (and it opened most of the wet 

day), souvenir shops, a milkshake bar, 

evening disco entertainment in the main 

ring and plenty of people to get to know.  

There was a Breakout day for everyone to 

either Pleasurewood Hills or Colchester 

Zoo and a Circus performance which was 

enjoyed by all. 

The available activity sessions included: 

a craft barn, a zip wire, air rifle shooting, 

go karts, circus skills, trampolines, 

bouncy castles and air bags, zorbs, clay 

pigeon 

shooting, 

abseiling, ninja 

assault course, 

caving, 

archery, crate 

stacking, 

funfair, kayaks, Jacobs ladder, ice 

skating, drum workshop, zumba, 

fairground stalls, stilt walking and much 

more.  One of our highlights was a 

quickly arranged football match - 

Fressingfield against a contingent from 

Egypt; two matches were played and 

honours were even. 

The 150 acre site held several wasps, 

over 2,000 volunteers and approaching 

5,000 Young People, who enjoyed 

228,000 hours of activities.  People came 

from 21 different countries and 

apparently 130 miles of toilet roll were 

used in the week! 

The week at NORJAM was a fantastic 

experience the Scout Group is looking 

forward to the next one in 2022.  The 

pictures will be collated on to the 

website so everyone can see what we got 

up to.  For our current newsletter, visit: 

www.1stfressingfieldscouts.org.uk/

latest-news/autumn-newsletter-2018 

New Volunteer Leaders wanted 
With the growth of places for young 

people this also opens up the opportunity 

for more adults to join our team as 

volunteer leaders – this is a hugely 

rewarding way of getting involved with 

our Group.  Leaders receive training, 

mentoring support, free uniform and 

discounted cost ‘adventure’. 

For an informal discussion about joining 

our team, please contact the Group Scout 

Leader; Andrew Aalders-Dunthorne on 

07908 262623. 

For more information about Scouting in 

the area please visit our website: 

www.1stfressingfieldscouts.org.uk 

Michael Knights 
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 Home ¦ Tech ¦ Tutor 

 Just starting with a 
PC, Tablet or Smartphone? 

 Like to use them to stay in touch 
with Family & Friends? 

 Puzzled : What’s that? How do I..? 

 Want to feel safer online? 

Ask Steve 07872 634815  

 
K.G. READ & SON 

PLUMBING & HEATING 

CONTRACTOR 

MARCUS READ 

01379 668328 

07710 757334 

ORCHARD HOUSE, 

HECKFIELD GREEN, HOXNE 

• BOILER INSTALLATION, 

SERVICE & REPAIR. 

• OIL TANK REPLACEMENT. 

• BATHROOM & SHOWERS 

INSTALLED INCLUDING 

CERAMIC TILING. 

Hoxne Heritage 
Group Resumes The 
Dig for Treasure 

B 
y the time you read this, the 

Heritage Group will have resumed 

its quest for more clues to our 

heritage.  At the end of September, a 

group of us will have dug some test pits 

on Lodge Hill behind Low Street in our 

search for the lost lodge shown on the 

1612 map.  Our earlier investigations 

using geophysics have revealed evidence 

of what is a almost certainly a WW1 army 

encampment there. 

On Thursday 22nd November, John 

Rainer, the archaeologist leading that 

study on our behalf, will be presenting 

his finds and providing some very 

interesting information about what 

happened there during WW1.  The talk 

will be held at St. Edmund’s Hall starting 

at 7.30pm so please make a note in your 

diary.  Watch out for posters and 

information nearer the time. 

Finally, a reminder that our regular 

meetings are held on the first Tuesday of 

each month at The Swan Inn. 

Margaret Sillis 

www.hoxnehistory.org.uk 

 

Friends of St Peter 
and St Paul, Hoxne 

T 
he Friends continue to organise 

various events to raise funds to 

help with the preservation of the 

fabric of our church.  The month of 

October is a very busy one for the 

committee. 

On Sunday 14th October the Harvest 

Lunch will be held in the village hall at 

12.30pm, tickets are available from Anne 

Swann or any committee member at £10 

per head. 

 

 

Street Farm, Laxfield Road, 

Stradbroke, Suffolk IP21 5HX 

Open Tuesday -  Saturday 

Telephone 01379 384560 
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On Saturday 27th October there will 

be a concert in the church by the award-

winning Castleton Band and after the 

performance there will be a Cheese and 

Wine Supper.  Tickets are £10 per head 

from any committee member. 

Moving on to Saturday 17th November 

there will be a Quiz in the village hall, 

teams of up to six, £5 per head, bring 

your own picnic supper, book your table 

as soon as possible through our secretary, 

Rhona Bertie or any committee member. 

In addition to all of the above we will 

continue to hold our monthly coffee 

mornings and book sale on the third 

Saturday of the month. Tea, coffee, 

cakes and lots of books, 9.45 to 11.15am. 

Our thanks go to all who support the 

Friends, your help is much appreciated.  

Our Committee is: Chairman - John 

Brawn 01379 668352; Secretary - Rhona 

Bertie 01379 871850; Anne Swann, 

Margaret Brawn, David Hyde, Alison 

Ingles, Maureen Johnson, Suzanne Lewis 

and Cathie McGregor. 

John Brawn 

 

Hoxne Take The 
Leagues And Cups By 
Storm 

I 
n their ninety-ninth year, Hoxne 

Bowls Club are celebrating their most 

successful year EVER.  Border League 

Champions;  Border League Cup Winners;  

Runners-up in the Mid-Suffolk League 

(Only two points behind the winners);  

Waveney League  Cup Finalists (see stop 

press);  Waveney League Division Two - 

Final table pending (see stop press). 

But that is only part of the story: Unlike 

other successful clubs, Hoxne’s members 

are locals.  Last year and this, has seen 

an influx of interest and new members 

from Hoxne and the surrounding villages.  

These new players have helped the club 

to these new heights with their 

enthusiasm and love of the game. 

Errol Feavearyear reached the national 

finals and several players have reached 

the Waveney League semi-finals (See stop 

press for results). 

Club nights have been buzzing and club 

competitions well supported, culminating 

in a busy finals day.  Results as follows: 

Ladies’ Singles -   Pat Grant 

Men’s Singles -  Errol Feavearyear 

Mixed Singles -  Maurice Hurry 

Over 60’s Singles -  David Lockley 

Non-winners: Singles -  Chris Burton;  

Pairs -  Alan Garnham, Errol Feavearyear. 

With our centenary year approaching, 

this year will be hard to eclipse.  But 

we’ll certainly be trying. 

Roger Knight  

Hoxne Garden & 
Social Club 

I 
n August, Lin Batey organised the 

Treasure hunt around Harleston and 

reports:  Eleven of us met at the Co-

op car park in Harleston and set off 

following our maps.  We had no idea that 

there were some amazing landmarks in 

Stop Press 

Waveney League Cup Final 

Hoxne lost to Gissing 60-72; 

Champion of Champions 

Alan Garnham - Winner; 

Men’s Four Wood Singles 

Maurice Hurry (runner up); 

Men’s Pairs 

Alan & Kristian Garnham (runners up); 

Triples 

Maurice Hurry, Alan Garnham & Kristian 

Garnham (runners up); 

Waveney League Division Two 

Runners up - Hoxne Bowls Club 

promoted to Division One; 
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ED’S PLAICE 
Traditional Fish and Chips 
• Wednesdays: serving from 3 - 7pm 

PULHAM MARKET, The Green 

• Thursdays: serving from 4 - 7pm 
HOXNE, St Edmunds Close 

• Fridays: serving from 4 - 7pm 
WORTHAM, Common 

  Tel: 01379 741967 
Mob: 07904 231006  

is that it is based around Halesworth and 

involves a train ride!  If you are 

interested please contact me, details 

below. 

We meet once a month usually on the 

third Thursday of the month in Hoxne 

Village Hall at 7.30pm.  We always 

welcome visitors and new members, 

please ring 01379 668258 for any other 

information, or a chat about the club. 

Sue Flagg 

sue.flagg@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Wingfield & District 
Gardening Club 

T 
he next meeting of the Wingfield 

and District Gardening Club is on 

Thursday 29th November at 

7.30pm in Brundish Village Hall.  The 

speaker will be Jan Michalak and his 

subject “The Call of the Wild”.   Non-

members welcome - £3 at the door.  For 

further information, please contact: 

Priscilla Williamson, 01379 388034 

priscillaawilliamson@gmail.com 

the town.  For example, have you seen 

the huge sculpture of an eagle?  As we 

searched for clues with much hilarity, we 

found lovely lanes that none of us 

realised were there.  When we found the 

culprit, we made for JD Young’s for 

supper.  A lovely social evening in good 

company. 

This was followed by a very successful 

Flower, Craft and Produce Show in 

September, with new entrants and an 

increase in the number of entries.  The 

overall winner for The Rose Bowl was 

Claire 

Whiting,  

The Ivy 

Triggs 

Shield was 

won by 

Jenny 

Greatbatch, 

Richard 

Whiting won The Gladys Baldwin Vase for 

Fruit and vegetables, and Gill O’Connor 

was awarded the Maisie Egerton Cup for 

Cookery and Handcrafts.  My thanks must 

go to the Committee and their partners 

for all their hard work in making it all 

happen. 

We’re back in the 

hall on Thursday 

18th October.at 

7.30pm.  Our 

Speaker is Derek 

Palgrave on “The 

Origin and 

Development of 

English Surnames” 

which should be 

interesting to all 

of us.  On 

Thursday 15th November Ian Limmer 

talks about “Climbing and Rambling 

Roses” with the year finishing with our 

Christmas Party in the Hall on Friday 7th 

December. 

We have another Ramble planned on 

Friday 5th October.  All I have been told 
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Hoxne and the V2 

B 
eing a ‘Battle of Britain baby’, 

arriving in the front room of a 

house in a small Northamptonshire 

village on 12th September 1940 as that 

epic struggle (not my birth) neared its 

conclusion, I have long had a fascination 

with that iconic fighter the Spitfire.  My 

bookcase reflects that life-long interest 

with new additions still arriving.  The 

latest ‘Spitfire Dive Bombers Versus The 

V2’ came with the hope that it might 

shed more light on a WW2 incident in 

which Hoxne narrowly 

escaped the 

consequences of Hitler’s 

last gasp weapon. 

A V2 rocket just missed 

the village and  exploded 

in a field off Nuttery 

Vale.  A fractional 

change in its direction or 

trajectory and the result 

of its ton of high 

explosive would have been horrendous.  

As it was, little was made of it then and 

little since, although I do remember a 

piece in Village Voice some years ago 

making reference to the event. 

‘Spitfire Dive Bombers Versus The V2’ 

records that the V2 descended on the 

edge of Hoxne on 25th September 1944.  

The 46ft long (14m) rocket was the 

world’s first guided ballistic missile and 

had been launched from somewhere in 

Holland.  It carried the initial V from its 

name - the Vergeltungswaffe (revenge 

weapon). 

Allied forces were fighting their way 

through France and had overrun the 

launch sites of the V1 Doodlebug which 

had plagued London and southern 

England.  Holland was still under German 

rule and became the focus of V2 activity 

initially aiming for London.  At first, our 

government blamed the gas mains for the 

sudden and devastating explosions, but 

that explanation could not last and it was 

realised the country was under attack 

from a weapon to which we had little 

response. 

The V2 at Hoxne was significant in that 

it was the first to be directed away from 

London and indicated to the RAF that 

rockets were now being dispatched from 

a new firing ground. 

Finding ways to combat the new 

menace was proving a challenge.  Unlike 

the V1, which could be shot down or 

pushed off course by the wing of a 

fighter, the V2 could not be intercepted 

in flight.  Despite its size, the V2 was also 

more manoeuvrable than the V1 and 

could be fired from a transporter.  This 

also made it almost impossible to identify 

firing spots as the Germans chose 

locations in suburban areas and 

woodland.  Firing the rocket, however, 

was a risky affair as a significant number 

failed on take off and exploded.  Any 

local people seen to be taking an interest 

in the launch also ran the risk of 

summary execution.  But there were 

those who ran this risk repeatedly - the 

book recalls a member of the Dutch 

resistance who gathered together enough 

pieces of exploded V2s to construct an 

actual size rocket in a secret room in his 

house – a secret not even shared with his 

wife. 

The RAF’s response was to amass six 

Spitfire squadrons at four airfields in 
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Borderhoppa 
Membership is required at £6 for 6 months or £10 for 12 months.  If you or someone you 

know would like to join us, please call 01379 854800, 8.30am to 5pm, Mon—Fri. 

Dial-a-Ride 
Covering 61 parishes in south Norfolk and 

north Suffolk.  The fares to use the 
Borderhoppa bus service are: 0-5 miles £2 

(£3.50 return); 5-10 miles £2.50 (£4.50 

return); 10-15 miles+ £3 (£5.50 return). 

Members Outings 
Borderhoppa has lots going on for our 

members.  The outings are very popular, so 

early booking is advised.  Call or email 
adminborderhoppa@btconnect.com to 

confirm space availability. Outings are 
individually priced. 

October 2018 
Thu 4th, Bungay & Lunch at the Flixton Buck 

£10;  Thu 11th, Museum of East Anglian Life, 

Stowmarket £15; Thu 18th, Lunch at The Bell, 
Wortwell £6;  Mon 22nd, Mystery Tour & Lunch 

TBC;  Thu 25th, Lunch at The Red Lion, 
Needham £7; 

November 2018 
Thu 1st, Taverham Country Shopping Centre £15;  

Thu 8th, Norwich City Centre £15;  Thu 15th, 

Highways Nursery & Shopping Centre £14;  Thu 
22nd, Lunch at The Chip Inn, Long Stratton £6; 

Nuttery Vale, Hoxne, Suffolk IP21 5BB 

Telephone 01379 668267  

info@gbkac.co.uk 

“Our Team” 

Proudly owned and run by 
Sara & Don Warren 

Norfolk – Swannington, Ludham, 

Coltishall and Matlaske.  Equipped with 

extra fuel tanks the fighters were able to 

make the journey across the North Sea 

and back in attempts to locate and 

attack firing sites.  It was a challenging 

task not helped by poor weather, low 

cloud – and anti-aircraft fire.  The book – 

by Bill Simpson – takes a long and careful 
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look at the dive bombing campaign and 

its disruptive effect on German 

operations plus, for the Dutch, the 

morale-lifting crackle of a Merlin engine 

crossing their skies.  He concludes that: 

“The airmen threw themselves into the 

campaign with energy and enthusiasm.  

They did their best within the 

limitations of the equipment they were 

given and there can be little doubt that 

they saved many lives in the south east 

corner of England and much damage to 

property.” 

For Hoxne it’s another note of 

relevance to run alongside so many 

others in the history books. 

Brian Chester, Oakham 
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What do we want to remember? 

A 
lthough the Armistice bringing an 

end to fighting in World War 1, 

famously took effect at 11am on the 

11th of the 11th 1918, the Treaty of 

Versailles officially ending the war was not 

implemented until 28th June 1919.  Which 

is why the 1800 or so German sailors who 

scuttled their High Seas Fleet at Scapa Flow 

a week prior to the Treaty are deemed 

prisoners of war for breaking the terms of 

the Armistice. 

Ironically, the German navy achieved its 

first major success of World War 2 within 

six weeks of Britain declaring war when U-

47 under the audacious captaincy of 

Gunther Prien sailed into the same Scapa 

Flow, sunk the battleship HMS Royal Oak 

and returned to an appropriate welcome at 

Kiel.  The news was not so welcome at The 

Admiralty where the First Lord- Winston 

Churchill, ordered that Scapa Flow was to 

be made impregnable. 

This major civil engineering project, 

required a lot of innovation and man-

power.  The University of Manchester 

provided the boffins and test facilities, 

Balfour Beatty were the engineers, but the 

raw muscle for what were called the 

Churchill Barriers came from the Italian 

army; soldiers captured in North Africa 

were set to work.  Except, the Geneva 

Convention forbids the use of prisoners of 

war on war work.  Somehow this had 

slipped the mind of the British until the 

captured Italians brought it to their 

attention (by downing tools), at which 

point the Barriers became Causeways to 

improve communication links for the 

people of the Orkneys. 

Life went on - work on the renamed 

Causeways went on.  But all work and no 

play makes Marco a dull boy, so leisure 

time saw the creation of concrete bowling 

balls and even a concrete billiard table, but 

Reflections something (and not just the sunshine) was 

still missing.  To satisfy their spiritual 

yearnings the camp commander set aside a 

Nissan hut, unlimited concrete and 

anything they could savage for the Italians 

to make a chapel.  From a draughty tin hut 

and such raw materials as could be found 

on a wartime civil engineering project a 

work of art emerged; a whole church 

complete with murals and altar. 

The ‘Italian Chapel’ is now preserved and 

restored.  At their best, both religion and 

art seek to express the numinous, here is a 

building that is all of that!  And to such a 

degree that restoration work has been 

undertaken by a lady who previously 

worked on the Sistine Chapel.  What apart 

from it’s opening has this tale got to do 

with remembrance?  I think this, it asks of 

us: what do we want to remember? 

• Scoundrel Germans scuttling their fleet 

or noble crews avoiding shame? 

• Sneaky submarine commander or 

audacious lightning strike? 

• Shameful British overlooking a section 

of the Geneva convention, or engineering 

inventiveness to conceive such a feat? 

When we remember the Armistice and the 

war dead, is it as the glossy colour of the 

50p postcard from a gift-shop, or the pastel 

hush of the Chapel’s Madonna of the Olive?  

Do were want to remember war in all it’s 

complexity or strive for the peace of the 

olive branch? 

Perhaps that last word should go to Bruno 

Volpi, one of the Italians who returned in 

1993 as part of a group marking the 50th 

anniversary of their arrival: ‘The statue of 

St George was built first.  It shows the 

patron saint of soldiers ready to kill the 

dragon.  It is a concrete representation of 

the desire to eliminate all evil; all wars 

that cause pain and injustice to so many 

people.  It is the symbol of a will to kill all 

misunderstandings among people of 

different cultures’. 

Michael Womack, 01379 388889 

hoxnebenefice@gmail.com 
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Church services 

Denham, Hoxne, Syleham and Wingfield 
If you need to get in touch with the Rector, Michael Womack, tel.: 01379 388889 

Village contacts 
Denham – Rev Michael, 01379 388889 

Hoxne – Guy McGregor, 01379 668434 

 

The Hoxne Benefice Newsletter includes details of services in the three parishes 

outside the Village Voice distribution. Copies can be picked up in churches or 

electronically by request from hoxnebenefice@gmail.com 

Sunday 7th October 

10am Wingfield Morning Prayer 

11:15am Hoxne Holy Communion 

4pm Syleham Messy Church 

Tuesday 9th October 

7:30pm Denham Simple Communion Service 

Sunday 14th October 

11.15am Wingfield Holy Communion 

3pm Syleham Harvest Festival 

Sunday 21st October 

8:30am Hoxne BCP Holy Communion 

10am Syleham Village Praise 

11.15am Hoxne Harvest Festival 

Sunday 28th October 

9.30am Syleham BCP Holy Communion 

11.15am Denham Harvest Festival 

6.30pm Wingfield Harvest Festival 

 

Sunday 4th November 

10am Wingfield Morning Prayer 

11.15am Hoxne Holy Communion 

4pm Syleham Messy Church 

Sunday 11th November 

8.30am Wingfield Holy Communion 

followed at 9am Act of Remembrance 

10:45am Hoxne Act of Remembrance 

10:45am Syleham Act of Remembrance 

3pm Denham Act of Remembrance 

Tuesday 13th November 

7.30pm Denham Simple Communion Service 

Sunday 18th November 

8:30am Hoxne BCP Communion 

10am Syleham Village Praise 

Sunday 25th November 

9.30am Syleham BCP Holy Communion 

11.15am Denham Harvest Festival 

6.30pm Wingfield Harvest Festival 

St John, Denham 

O 
n Sunday 11th August, Denham 

hosted its first annual Kubb 

tournament in aid of Denham 

church.  Although the sun did not shine, 

the event proved very successful.  With 

scones and Pimns going down a treat and 

villagers and those from as far afield as 

Ipswich enjoying the garden games.  First 

prize of the golden Kubb was hotly 

contested in the knock out competition 

and after a tense final, it was won by the 

‘Irwins’ with ‘Bobby’ in second and 

‘Uxbridge’ 

taking the very 

well deserved 

third place.  

Over £300 was 

raised at the 

event for St 

John the Baptist 

church in 

Denham.  Thank 

Church News 

Syleham – Mary Lewis, 01379 669258 

Wingfield – John McCracken, 01379 384181 
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you to all 

those who 

came to 

support and 

we look 

forward to 

seeing you and many more next year.  

Will the ‘Irwins’ be able to keep hold of 

their title? 

St Peter and St Paul, Hoxne 

F 
ather Christmas will make his first 

appearance at the Christmas Fair 

on Saturday 1st December, 12 

noon to 2.30pm at the Village Hall.  

There will be mulled wine, teas, raffle, 

cakes, savouries and a variety of stalls.  

Volunteers to help in any way would be 

much appreciated and welcome.  Please 

contact Carmel Searle 01379 669123 or 

Cathie McGregor 01379 668434. 

The tea point for the parish church was 

delivered, but needed some technical 

adjustments.  However early installation 

is hoped for. 

Mothers’ Union 
The Hoxne branch of the Mothers’ Union 

meets on the third Monday of the month 

at 2.30pm at Time House, Low Street, 

Hoxne.  New members are always 

welcome.  Next meetings: 

Monday 15th October - Branch meeting; 

Monday 19th November - Branch 

meeting; 

Contact Branch Leader Cathie McGregor 

01379 668434. 

Flower rota 
7th October: Altar, Sue Thornett; 

14th October: Altar, Cathie McGregor; 

21st & 28th October: Harvest Festival 

Rota; 

4th & 11th November: Remembrance 

Sunday, Alta Cathie McGregor and Porch 

Eleanor Hart; 

18th & 25th November: Altar, Suzanne 

Lewis; 

Thank you to all the flower arrangers for 

your contributions to keeping our church 

a welcoming place for our visitors.  If you 

would like to join our group please 

contact Cathie McGregor, flower rota 

organiser 01379 668434. 

St Margaret, Syleham 

W 
e have had another wedding!  

St Margaret’s is seeing good use 

and we are always delighted to 

welcome these occasions. 

Sponsored swim update - the total 

raised was £1133!  Fantastic - and 

grateful thanks to everyone who 

supported this event. 

Messy Church continues - at the Village 

Hall at 4pm on Sunday 7th October and 

Sunday 4th November.  Fun for families 

from all our parishes! 

Harvest Supper - Saturday 13th October 

7 for 7.15pm.  At the Village Hall.  Hot 

supper and delicious desserts, £15 per 

person including first drink.  Bookings 

would be helpful. 

Harvest Festival - Sunday 14th October 

at 10am.  All most welcome - the church 

always looks lovely with its harvest 

decoration. 

Carol Service - Sunday 16th December 

at 11.15am.  Once again, Amici will join 

us and it is always a very popular service. 

Contact for all above: Churchwarden 

Mary Lewis on 01379 669258 or email 

mary.lewis43@icloud.com 
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1918 is the year 

that the Great 

War, ‘The war to 

end all wars’, 

came to an end 

with the armistice 

on the 11th hour 

of the 11th day of 

the 11th month.  

Through killed in 

combat or missing 

in action, the conflict cost the lives of 

702,410 British army soldiers, with around 

140,000 later succumbing from wounds and 

disease.  This is a brief story of just 12 of 

those men, all from Wingfield, who 

answered their countries call to fight in 

foreign fields, their names remembered 

forever more on the war memorial in 

Wingfield Churchyard. 

 

If any residents can add any information, 

these will be gratefully received, so that 

the full story of their lives can be 

recorded. 

 

(Please contact Melanie Murray 01379 

384503 or melanie.murray@virgin.net) 

 

L/C James Batley MM was born 1893 in 

Wingfield to Peter and Ellen Batley. Living 

on Wingfield Green he worked as a 

stockman until he answered his country’s 

call to arms.  On 25th November 1915, he 

went to Bury St Edmunds and was enlisted 

into 3rd battalion the ‘Suffolk Regiment’.  

In July 1916 he was promoted to Lance 

Corporal.  Shortly after he was transferred 

to the 9th Battalion, ‘Loyal North 

Lancashire Regiment’, he saw action in 

France in June 1917.  For his gallantry in 

battle he was awarded the Military Medal.  

Shortly after his award, he was killed in 

action on 14th October 1917 and at 24 

years of age is buried at Cambrin Military 

Cemetery located at Doignies, France. 

 

Pte Charles John Brett was born in 1886 

in Syleham to Walter and Sara Jane Brett. 

They lived in Lodge Farm in Wingfield 

where Charles worked as a farm labourer.  

In July 1911, aged just 25, he emigrated to 

Sydney, Australia.  In January 1915 when 

the call to arms came, he joined the 4th 

Battalion, ‘Australian Imperial Force’, an 

infantry unit and was posted to the 

infamous killing grounds of Gallipoli, in 

latter day Turkey, to fight the armed 

forces of the Central Powers ally, the 

Ottoman Empire.  Just 8 months later in a 

chaotic beach assault, he was killed in 

action somewhere between the 9th-11th 

August 1915 and is buried at Lone Pines 

Memorial located at Gallipoli, one of 

61,527 Australian combat deaths, aged 28 

years old. 

 

Gnr Robert Pipe was born in 1886, one of 

ten children, in Wingfield to Robert and 

Harriet Pipe.  They lived at Berrys Farm in 

Wingfield where Robert was a farm 

labourer.  He joined the 37th (Howitzer) 

Brigade, ‘Royal Field Artillery’ and was 

posted to France.  He was mortally 

wounded and died from his wounds on 2nd 

March 1916.  He is buried at Le Tréport 

Military Cemetery, Haute-Normandie, 

France.  He was 29 years old. 

 

Pte John James Pipe was born in 1878, 

the elder brother of Gnr Robert Pipe.  He 

was born in Laxfield, the family later 

moving to Bleach Green, Wingfield.  In 

1904 he married Kate Leftley who bore 

him three boys and a girl.  They lived in 

Prospect Cottage, where John was a 

horseman on a farm.  He travelled to 

Ipswich to join the 11th (Service) 

Battalion, ‘Suffolk Regiment’.  Like his 

younger brother 2 years earlier, he gave 

Remembering the 

Wingfield fallen 
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his life for his country on 22nd March 1918 

at Henin Hill near Arras, France during the 

German Spring Offensive.  The day after 

8,000 men had been killed on the second 

worse day of losses in British military 

history.  He has no known grave and his 

name is recorded on the Arras Memorial at 

Faubourg-D’Amiens Cemetery.  He was 

one of the oldest of the Wingfield fallen 

at 39 years old. 

 

Pte George Reeder (Reader) was born in 

1898, the penultimate of eight children, 

in Wingfield to William and Ellen Reeder, 

living in Weybread Road, Wingfield.  He 

was first enlisted in the ‘Suffolk 

Regiment’ at Ipswich and later transferred 

to the 1st Battalion, ‘Cambridge 

Regiment’.  He was killed in action along 

with 8 comrades at Epehy, France on 7th 

October 1918, just a few weeks before 

the armistice.  He is buried at Orchard 

Dump Cemetery, Arleux En Gohelle, Pas 

de Calais.  He was only 20 years old and 

the last of the Wingfield soldiers to 

perish. 

 

Pte David Ruse was born in 1895 in 

Wingfield to James and Emma Ruse.  He 

was a farm labourer living at Fressingfield 

Road, Wingfield when he joined the 4th 

Battalion Territorial Force ‘Suffolk 

Regiment’.  The closeness of their service 

numbers suggests that he and Pte George 

Reeder enlisted at the same time.  On the 

1st November 

1916 at the 

infamous Battle 

of the Somme, 

he was wounded 

in the left leg 

and knee and 

was noted as 

dangerously ill.  

Three days later 

he returned to 

England on the 

No.3 ambulance 

train and was cared for at the War Hospital 

in Bradford.  Sadly, on 24th November 

1916, he succumbed to his wounds and 

became one of 39,000 casualties of that 

bloodied battleground.   He is one of only 

a small number of soldiers be buried in his 

home village, under a headstone of 

pristine white Portland stone, in St 

Andrews Churchyard; unlike his fellow 

Wingfield comrades, buried or 

remembered in a foreign field.  He was 20 

years old. 

 

Pte Ernest Edward Ruth was born in 1896 

in Wingfield to Robert and Alice Ruth, the 

last of their four children.  Ernest had not 

yet married and lived with his family on 

Hoxne Road, near Chickering Hall where 

his father worked on the estate.  At the 

start of September 1914, he joined the 9th 

Battalion, ‘Suffolk Regiment’ in Bury St 

Edmunds.  After months of training in 

Shoreham and Aldershot, he arrived in 

France on 31st August 1915.  The Battalion 

saw action at Loos a month later, where 

they suffered heavy losses.  Moving up the 

line towards Belgium, Ernest was in the 

trenches near Poperinghe when he was 

fatally wounded and died on 23rd February 

1916.  He is buried at Brandhoek Military 

Cemetery, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.  He 

was also just 20 years old. 

 

Pte George William Smith was born in 

Brundish in 1877 to John and Susanna 

Smith.  In 1895 he married Elizabeth 

Chambers who bore him three sons and, 

four daughters.  Living in Berrys Farm 

Wingfield Green, he worked on a farm as a 

horseman.  Travelling to Ipswich, he was 

enlisted into the 7th Battalion, ‘Suffolk 

Regiment’ and like David Ruse, fought at 

the Battle of the Somme.  He also was 

mortally wounded and died of his wounds 

on 10th October 1916.  He is buried at 

Dartmoor Cemetery, Bécordel-Becourt on 

the Somme in France.  Like John Pipe he 

was the oldest to perish at 39 years old. 
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 Suffolk Libraries – Mobile Library Routes 
Hoxne and Denham       Calling every 4 weeks on Thursdays 
Next stops: 25th October and 22nd November 
Hoxne, The Swan car park from 10:25 to 10:50 
Hoxne, St Edmunds House from 11:00 to 11:15 
Denham, Post Office from 11:25 to 11:35 

Syleham and Wingfield      Calling every 4 weeks on Fridays 
Next stops: 5th October, 2nd November and 30th November 
Syleham, Wingfield Road (Junction with Weybread Road) from 11:40 to 11:55 
Wingfield, Post box from 12:00 to 12:20 

Pte Stanley George Smith was the son of 

Pte George Smith.  Born 1899 in Wingfield, 

he lived with his father and mother 

Elizabeth Smith at their home in Berrys 

Farm, Wingfield Green.  He joined the 2nd 

Battalion ‘Prince of Wales’s Volunteers 

(South Lancashire) Regiment’.  He was 

killed in action on 2nd July 1917 while 

fighting in Belgium, just one year after his 

father had died at the Somme. His name is 

recorded on the Menin Gate memorial in 

Ypres, Belgium, along with 54,896 other 

names of soldiers with no known grave.  

He was the youngest Wingfield resident to 

perish in the Great War at just 18 years 

old. 

 

Pte William John Westrep was born in 

1895 in Laxfield to John and Clara 

Westrep.  He was a farm labourer, living at 

home on Wingfield Green.  He joined the 

2nd Battalion, ‘Suffolk Regiment’ which 

led an assault capturing a bluff (a steep 

cliff), close to the Ypres-Comines canal.  

He was one of 1620 casualties in that 

assault and was reported as killed in action 

on 2nd March 1916.  His name is also 

recorded on the Menin Gate in Ypres, 

Belgium.  William was 21 years old. 

 

Pte Charles Wiles was born in 1895 in 

Metfield to George and Anna Marie Wiles, 

the second of five sons and four older 

sisters.  Employed as a farm Labourer, he 

enrolled into the ‘General Service Cavalry’ 

at Masham, Yorkshire.  He was later 

transferred to the ‘Northumberland 

Fusiliers’, serving in several battalions, 

before finally serving in the 23rd Battalion, 

defending the allied line against the 1918 

German spring offensive.  He was 

presumed dead between 20th and 23rd 

March 1918 in Arras, France, the exact 

same time and place as fellow Wingfield 

soldier John Pipe and his name, like 

John’s, is recorded on the Arras memorial, 

France. He was 22 years of age. 

 

Driver James Wingfield was born in 1886 

in Wingfield to James and Eliza Wingfield.  

A farm labourer, he lived on the 

Fressingfield Road with his wife Emma 

Martin and their three boys and a girl.  He 

joined the 18th Brigade, D battery, ‘Royal 

field Artillery’. Fighting the Turkish forces, 

he died of his wounds on 26th September 

1918 at the 52nd General Hospital, 

Macedonia.  Aged 32 years old, he is buried 

far from his home at Mikra British 

Cemetery, Thessalonika, Greece. 

 

In St Andrews Church, Wingfield during 

November, there will be a commemorative 

tableau so that people can come to 

contemplate and remember these brave 

local men who gave their lives for our 

tomorrows. 

Melanie Murray 
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UNDER ONE ROOF 

THE COMPLETE HARD 

LANDSCAPING SERVICE 

DRIVEWAYS, NATURAL 
STONE PATIOS, DECORATIVE 
WALLING, WATER FEATURES, 
ENTRANCE GATES & FENCING. 

PRESSURE WASHING CLEANING 
OF PATIO AND DRIVEWAYS 

FULLY INSURED FAMILY 
BUSINESS WITH 

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

FOR A FREE NO PRESSURE 
QUOTATION PLEASE CALL 
MARK ON 01379 677027 OR 

07768 636618 

Nick Fulcher 

Plasterer & Floor Screeder 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Telephone 01379 642979 

HOXNE SERVICE STATION 

Servicing and Mechanical 

Repairs 
 

MOT preparation 

Welding repairs 
 

Tel: 01379 668654 

Simply Beautiful by Anne 

Weddings, Bridesmaids, Ball Gowns, 
Curtains, Cushions, Alterations 

and much more 

Free Estimates Given 
Magnolia House, Wilby Rd, Stradbroke 

Tel: 01379 384097 
Mob: 07944 894757 

Septic Tank Services 
 Septic tanks emptied  Sewage treatment 
plants emptied and serviced  Drain jetting 
 Soak away replacement and installation  

~ Fully licenced & insured ~ 

Lenny Jolly 

07905 794221 

lenny.sts@hotmail.co.uk 
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you are breaking out in a sweat.  Instead 

of reaching for a glass of iced water, 

have some slices of raw apple on hand.  

Apparently they’re a much better way to 

cool the flames! 

Sweet Chili Jam 

Ingredients 
Makes 4/5 small jars 

8 red peppers, deseeded 

10 red Jalapeno chilies  

Large finger of peeled ginger 

8 garlic cloves, peeled 

400g can of whole cherry or baby plum 

tomatoes 

750g caster sugar 

250ml red wine vinegar 

Method 
Roughly chop the first 4 ingredients and 

blend in a food processor.  Scrape into a 

heavy based pan and add the tomatoes, 

sugar and vinegar.  Bring everything to a 

boil, skim off any scum and simmer 

gently for about 1.1/2 hour (or longer) 

until the jam starts to thicken.  Stir 

frequently to prevent the jam burning. 

When the mixture looks like bubbling lava 

In the Kitchen 

C 
ontinue to feel the heat, just add a 

chili or two…  We have enjoyed 

beer and barbeques in the 

sunshine, but also endured buckled rails 

and bloodsucking horseflies and, although 

the drought conditions threatened to 

shrink our crop yields, we owe a vote of 

thanks to all our local food producers 

who have battled against the elements. 

The sun filled days and relaxing evenings 

of summer have ended, soon to be 

followed by bonfires and bronze 

woodland hues. What better way to keep 

the heat in the kitchen than to adopt the 

chili culture of Mexico. Chilies can add 

not only gentle warmth to jam, or stoke 

up the fiery furnace of a Caribbean 

pepper sauce but in Mexico are also used 

as much for flavouring as for heat. The 

burning sensation is caused mainly by the 

chemical capsaicin which is found, not in 

its seeds, but in tiny glands in the white 

membrane inside the vegetable. I have 

offered Jalapeno as my choice of chili for 

the following recipes, but, with almost 

2,500 varieties grown across the world 

there are many to choose from. Whether 

you choose Jalapeno, the world’s most 

popular pepper, Scotch Bonnet, Habanero 

or a hotter chili you may find that you 

take a bite and suddenly your eyes are 

watering and your mouth is on fire and 
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and a wooden spoon drawn 

across the bottom of the 

pan parts the mixture, take 

the pan off the heat, cool 

slightly and pour into clean 

sterilised jars. Keeps well; 

once opened store in 

refrigerator. This jam not 

only makes a great 

accompaniment to a 

ploughman’s lunch but can 

be used to pep up dishes 

such as seafood and tomato 

pasta and the following chili 

con carne. 

Chili Con Carne 
Although the true origin of 

chili con carne is not 

altogether clear, it is thought to have 

originated in what is now northern 

Mexico and southern Texas and was 

largely associated with working class 

Spanish settlers, Tejana and Mexican 

women.  In the 1880’s, a market in San 

Antonio started setting up chilli stands 

from which bowls ‘o’red’  were sold by 

women called chili queens with a glass 

of water and a chunk of bread. There 

are as many variations of chili con carne 

as there are for the ubiquitous spag bol.  

Here is my recipe. 

Serves 4 – can easily be doubled or 

more. 

Ingredients 
1 tbsp olive or vegetable oil 

1 large onion, peeled and chopped 

2 or more garlic cloves, peeled and 

grated 

125g cooking chorizo, chopped 

450g minced beef 

2 tbsp tomato puree or sweet chilli 

jam 

1 ½ jalapeno or chilies of choice, 

finely chopped   

1 large glass of red wine 

400g can of chopped tomatoes 

½ tsp ground cumin 

½ tsp ground coriander 

½ stick cinnamon 

2 good shakes of Worcester sauce 

Beef stock cube 

Salt and pepper to taste 

Chopped coriander to garnish 

Method 
In an oven proof lidded pan, heat oil 

and gently sauté garlic, onion, fresh 

chilies and chopped chorizo until the 

paprika oils are released and the onions 

are soft.  Add the minced beef and 

brown, breaking up any lumps. Pour in 

the red wine and stir to incorporate, 

followed by the chili jam or tomato 

puree, tinned tomatoes, cumin, 

coriander, cinnamon, Worcester sauce 

and stock cube. Stir, bring to a gentle 

simmer and place the lid on the pan. 

Transfer the pan to the oven and cook at 

160C for 2 hours or more until the 

mixture is rich and thickened. Reheats 

or freezes very well. 

Accompaniments 
Pile the chili con carne into a heated 

serving dish and scatter over fresh 

coriander leaves and stalks and serve 

with any of the following side dishes: 

jacket potatoes; potato wedges; rice; 

grated cheese; sour cream; lime wedges; 

avocado salsa; Caesar salad and red 

kidney beans which are not traditionally 

added to the stew. My favourite avocado 

salsa and Caesar salad can be found 

online at:  www.deliaonline.com  

 

Enjoy. 

Gill O’Connor 

Sweet Chili Jam 

Chili Con Carne 

and all the trimmings….. 
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Hoxne Phoenix Group 

S 
ince the last issue, the Committee 

has spent some time planning the 

Spanish Evening which is our Fund-

Raising Evening for the Headway Brainy 

Dogs Project.  I will be able to report in 

the next issue how much we raised. 

In July, we had an interesting talk from 

Mike Weatherstone on the History of 

Norfolk through its Village Signs (he did 

mention a few in Suffolk as well).  Having 

retired as a Traffic Officer in the Police 

Force he needed something to occupy his 

time!  Village signs are put up for various 

reasons – Royal Events, well known 

people or local events in that particular 

village; the first ones in Norfolk going up 

in Sandringham.  They are to be found in 

the strangest places – private gardens, 

school playgrounds and even in the 

middle of a village pond.  The Diss sign 

shows John Skelton, Poet Laureate to 

King Henry VII in the 15th Century who 

was Rector of Diss for 25 years.  The sign 

in Harleston weighs about half a ton and 

represents the design of the last piece of 

pottery sold in the town before World 

War 1.  With over 500 villages and 450 

village signs in Norfolk alone, he has been 

well occupied in his retirement – 

travelling over 5,000 miles in doing this. 

In August we had an illustrated talk 

entitled “Royal Navy in World War 1” 

given by Mark Mitchell who is an 

excellent Speaker (a retired teacher) and 

the whole talk is linked together with 

slides. 

Our next meeting is on Tuesday 9th 

October in the Village Hall at 7.30pm and 

is entitled “Lucille, Dress Designer – 

Titanic” – the story of a survivor of the 

Titanic.  All will be revealed that 

evening. 

Ely Christmas Gift & Food Fair – this 

Coach trip on Thursday 15th November 

is open to anyone.  We leave Hoxne Post 

Office at 9.15am and due back approx. 

6pm.  The Coach to Ely costs £16.00 per 

person and an additional £4.00 for the 

ticket into the Cathedral to the Craft Fair 

where several hundred stalls are showing 

their goods/hobbies – absolutely 

everything you can think of is there – and 

many Christmas present ideas.  If you just 

want to walk around the City of Ely – 

visiting antique places and having a 

leisurely lunch and shopping it will only 

cost £16.00. 

We do need to know numbers in the 

next few weeks, so please contact Viv 

Bradford (01379 668551) or myself (01379 

668379) if you would like to be put on the 

list.  Anyone is invited to this (men 

included). 

Anyone who would like to come to a 

particular evening, without wanting to 

join Phoenix, you are very welcome.  All 

we ask is for a Visitor Fee of £2.00 to 

cover tea/coffee and biscuits. 

Pat Green, Secretary, O1379 668379  

patandbryan1@gmail.com  

 

New Reeding 
Woods Group 

T 
he 17th AGM of the New Reeding 

Woods Group was held at the 

woodland in July.  In his report the 

Chairman David Mitchell commented on 

the effect of the weather on the state of 

the wood, explaining that the long cold 

wet spring followed by a long dry summer 

has resulted in an explosion of early ash 

die back, but excellent prospects for 

butterflies.  The other trees are thriving, 

and the weather also resulted in an early 

harvest of hay from the meadow and 

rides.  Three bee orchids were seen near 

the pond which has suffered from the 

recent lack of rain.  The group were 

delighted by the discovery of Great 

Crested Newts in the pond.  The new 

notice board has proved popular with 

wildlife recorders and there are plans to 
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the year, and this year we will once again 

have a “putting the wood to bed” event -  

look out for details on the noticeboard.  

This is a community owned woodland and 

everyone is welcome. 

For more information about events see 

the notice board at the wood, and to join 

the group please contact our Secretary 

Peny Conway on 01379 870165. 

Mike Reeves 

record sightings and maybe pictures on a 

group webpage. 

He thanked Nigel and Carol Blandford, 

founder members of the group, who were 

now moving from Suffolk.  Nigel has been 

the group Treasurer for many years and 

with Carol took on the task of 

successfully grant raising for the group 

when land was finally found in 2005. 

Routine maintenance by members, 

friends and others continue throughout 
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MR M PIZZEY 

Roofing Specialist and 

General Builder 

Slating, Tiling, Flat Roofing 

Chimney Repointing 

and Rebuilding 

Guttering and Lead Work 

All General Building 

Plastering and Extensions 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Prompt Friendly Service 

Ring Eye 873456 

Andy Keeble Ltd, 

Oil Fired Boiler & Heating 

Maintenance 

For oil boiler service, 

breakdowns and repairs. 

Replacement boilers, system 

upgrades and controls. 

OFTEC registered and over 

30 years’ experience. 

Reliable and friendly service. 

Tel: 01379 668596 

Mobile: 07801 515494 

Rainford Cottage, 

11 Green Street, Hoxne. 

The Enigmatic link 
between the Hoxne 
Skull and the Red 
Squirrel 

T 
he report of the Hoxne Skull, 

believed to have been found in a 

garden in Hoxne between 1960-

1990, has been mentioned in a previous 

edition of the Village Voice.  So why has it 

attracted national importance recently? 

When it was found originally the 

cranium and mandible were examined by 

bone structure and determined to belong 

to a young to middle-aged female who 

lived between the fifth and eleventh 

century.  Bone changes highly indicative 

of leprosy were evident but, without the 

rest of the skeleton to examine for 

deformities of the feet and hands, 

diagnosis was not definitive. 

Leprosy is a long-term infection caused 

by Mycobacterium leprae (M.leprae), a 

bacterium that exists in Britain as two 

main types.  It affects the skin and 

nerves, causing discoloration and lumps 

and often severe disfiguration and 

deformities. 

Advances in genetic techniques and 

improvements in radiocarbon dating now 

offer an opportunity to confirm the 

diagnosis of leprosy, as well as to assess 

the infecting type and potentially throw 

some light on our current knowledge 

about the context of the disease and its’ 

transmission. 

At the end of 2017 Sarah Inskip and 

others from Cambridge University 

published their findings on the 

biomolecular and geochemical analysis of 

the Hoxne skull.  These showed that it 

was infected with the subtype 31 of 

M.leprae,– a type intermediate between 

the ancestral and modern subtypes.  This 

is the same type as found in a skeleton at 
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Great Chesterford (415-545 AD) whereas 

the Hoxne skull was dated between 885-

1015AD, indicating very similar strains 

existed in East Anglia for several hundred 

years.  Other type 31 cases have been 

reported from medieval Britain 

(Winchester and Ipswich), Denmark and 

Sweden.  This might suggest a 

Scandinavian origin for this lineage 

especially given the significant population 

movements that took place between these 

regions in the Anglo-Saxon period. 

It is unclear what caused the decline in 

European leprosy since there has been 

very little change in the genetic makeup 

of the organism over 800 years.  Although 

indigenous human leprosy has been absent 

from Britain for more than 200 years, a 

recent study has shown 

M.leprae infection in red 

squirrels from Dorset is very 

closely related to the type 

found in the Hoxne skull. 

Can leprosy be passed 

from squirrels to humans 

and, if so, how?  Historically 

this route of transmission 

would have been possible as 

squirrel was used commonly 

for fine fur and meat during 

the medieval period.  They were also kept 

as pets.  King’s Lynn and Great Yarmouth 

became very significant ports for 

importing fur from Scandinavian and 

Baltic squirrels during medieval times. 

Over half of pre-Norman and Norman 

leprosy cases in Britain appeared in East 

Anglia - noteworthy compared with the 

rest of Britain with a suggestion that the 

disease was prevalent here earlier.  

However, three of the earliest reported 

cases come from the south west but these 

have not been subjected to radiocarbon 

dating or M.leprae analysis.  Interestingly 

five cases have been reported along the 

route of the Icknield Way, an important 

trade route linking the SW with the east 

of Britain. 

At the time when leprosy was becoming 

endemic in Britain, East Anglia had the 

most densely populated areas, including 

Norwich and Ipswich.  It is believed that 

the increase in population density and 

interconnection between towns and the 

rural hinterland may have provided the 

opportunity for the disease to spread.  

There is a long history of leprosy in East 

Anglia as evidenced by the foundation of 

many leper hospitals, or leprosaria (lazar 

houses), from the 11th century onwards, 

with hospitals in Eye, Eccles, Dunwich, 

Sudbury, Ipswich and five in Norwich. 

So why was there so much leprosy in 

East Anglia?  Archaeological excavation 

bias should be considered due to the 

development of towns and cities with 

early medieval 

precursors e.g. 

Norwich, but it is not 

evident in places like 

London and Bristol. 

Another factor may 

relate to good skeletal 

preservation in areas 

dominated by chalk 

geology.  However, no 

leprosy cases have 

been recovered from 

Anglo-Saxon cemeteries in areas with 

similar geology e.g. Dorset and 

Hampshire. 

An interesting aspect of the Hoxne skull 

relates to the mandible found alongside 

the skull which has been determined to 

belong to a different individual.  This 

raises the possibility that there might be 

an Anglo-Saxon cemetery in Hoxne.  We 

are aware of others just outside the 

village. 

In conclusion, we know that the Vikings 

brought us shipbuilding, days of the week 

and Danelaw.  Were they also responsible 

for bringing the deadly disfiguring disease 

of leprosy via their squirrels to plague 

Britain for hundreds of years? 

www.hoxnehistory.org.uk 
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At Hoxne Village Hall 

every Friday 

9.30am - 11.30am 

& last Saturday of the 

month 9.30am – 12.30pm 

Soil Association Member AG25612 

Delivering to Hoxne & 

surrounding areas on 

Wednesdays and Fridays 

 

Mobile 07748 156953 

anglian.organics@outlook.com  

Based In Hoxne 

CMC PRIVATE TAXI HIRE 

Tel: 07545 252023  

Local – Long distance 

Airports – Nightclubs 

Up to 8 passengers 
Polite, friendly & professional service 

In The Garden 

A 
fter the hot dry summer many 

plants and trees may not have 

survived, so now’s the time to take 

stock of what did well and what didn’t.  

It’s also a good time to evaluate your 

garden design and if you need new taps, 

paths, fencing or even change the whole 

lay out, now is definitely the time to do 

major re-vamping!  You can lift and pot 

up loved perennials, shrub and small trees 

so you can replant them in the “right” 

place. 

Do it now? 
It’s a great time to buy bare root trees, 

fruit and hedging.  It also tends to be a bit 

cheaper in the winter and you will be able 

to order a much 

larger range.  Some 

plants like roses are 

sold a bare root 

wraps, in garden 

centres but 

generally the full 

range is still only 

available from 

specialist nurseries 

or mail order.   

Now is also the best 

time to buy spring 

bulbs, as even the 

most established 

gardens can fit a few more crocus and 

daffodils in, either in the ground or in 

pots and tubs.  

If you have planted any evergreens this 

season, putting up temporary with brakes 

made from hessian or windbreak mesh will 

help to stop them drying out in their fist 

winter as they will have limited root 

growth and are susceptible.  

General Maintenance 
Lawns have really struggled this season 

and there will still be many lawns and 

meadows with dead areas and weedy 

patches.  If the area is very small, or very 

large, apply a weed killer and when the 

weeds are dead scarify to scrape off the 

dead material.  Re-sowing with seed is 

normally the cheapest and most reliable 

option.  But if it’s a small-ish area and of 

great visual importance, re-turfing can be 

the more pleasing option. 
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SWIMMING LESSONS  
Small Group Lessons for Children 

Parent & Baby Classes...and much more! 
Contact us to book: 01379 740489  

treacle@waterliliesswim.co.uk 
www.waterliliesswim.co.uk 

If you’re planting new hedges, 

don’t forget to prune 

hawthorn and privet hard to 

about 15cm to encourage 

bushy growth.  If your 

planting beech or hornbeam, 

cut the side shoots back by 

about a third.  

Clear fallen leaves from 

paths, lawns, gravelled areas, 

gutters and drains.  If you 

have a large area a blower or 

vac can help speed things up, or just a 

good spring tine rake will do!  Either 

compost them or use them a mulch on 

beds and borders but avoid using diseased 

leaves or covering plants that are 

vulnerable to wet, such as succulents or 

plants with woolly grey leaves.  

5 Minute Jobs 
Check the temperature in your 

greenhouse as it can still get hot on sunny 

days and very cold on still clear nights.  

So, you need to watch the ventilation and 

heating. 

If you grow alpines or small hardy plants 

that are slightly susceptible to rotting in a 

cold a wet winter, cover them with open 

ended cloches or a sheet of glass or clear 

plastic raised up on bricks.   

In the fruit and veg garden 
If your ground is well drained and not 

frozen, you can still plant broad beans 

and garlic out in a sunny spot.  If you 

don’t have space outside, you can start 

off some hardy peas in pots or in the 

greenhouse border for an early crop.  

November is a good time to lift and 

divide old rhubarb crowns.  The old books 

say to lift and leave the crown above 

ground to have a night of frost!  But just 

removing the old growth and replanting 

with lots of well-rotted manure will do. 

Make sure you get your bird netting over 

your brassicas before the pigeons make a 

meal out of them. 

If you are luckily enough to have a sunny 

and sheltered south facing wall or trellis 

and the odd grow grape vine or two.  You 

can start to think about pruning.  

Traditionally it was done on boxing day!  

But any time from leaf drop to the New 

Year should be ok.  Personally I prefer to 

do all my pruning when its slightly 

warmer.  Pruning in January and February 

can be a very finger numbing experience. 

Claire Horne ~ BBC Radio Suffolk 

Gardening Expert 
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ACORN TREES 
Professional advice & work 

TREE SURGERY 
Crown Reductions 

Section Felling 
Dead Wooding 

Felling 
Hedge Management 

Garden Work 
Landscaping 

Fencing 

ADAM PICKESS 
Merrist Wood College 

City & Guilds Tree Surgery 

Full public liability insurance 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Telephone: 01379 588122 

Mobile: 07776 235006 

Garden & Home Maintenance 

• Experienced gardener 

• Tree pruning / Hedge cutting 

• Gates & fencing 

• Painting & decorating 

• General home maintenance 

For a friendly, reliable local service 

call Mark on 

07903 998080 or 01379 669306 
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Fressingfield Valleys 

This walk of approximately four and a 

half miles, is both hilly and picturesque. 

There are two pubs, The Swan and the 
Fox & Goose, plus a Mace village store 

for refreshments. 

There is a free car park behind the 
Baptist Chapel in Chapel Close, from 

where the walk begins. 

From the top of the car park, take 
the narrow lane to the right.  Follow 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 


 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Start & Finish:  Fressingfield 

Distance:  4.5 miles 

OS map:  Explorer 230 

Village Walks... 
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this to its end opposite a churchyard.  
Turn Left. 

Follow this road to a T junction.  

Take care here as there is restricted 
view to the right. 

Cross the road, Turn Right and 

immediately Turn Left along the 
Stradbroke road. 

Cross to the pavement and continue, 

ignoring two turnings on the right.  
Just past the very last house, Turn 

Right along a footpath. 

This path keeps to the right edge of 
a field, then skirts the back of some 

houses to emerge onto a narrow road.  

Turn Right. 
Follow this road through a small 

estate, keeping left at a junction, 

until you reach a T junction opposite 
the doctor’s surgery.  Turn Left. 

In a few yards, on your right, is Post 

Mill Lane.  Alongside this is a grassy 
track running between a bungalow and 

a small estate.  Take this Track. 

The track soon becomes a path and 
crosses a farm track to descend into a 

valley, into a wood and across a 

footbridge.  It then exits the wood, 
climbing a ridge with fine views across 

a valley to the left. 

At the crest of the ridge, the path 
bears right through the hedge and 

continues diagonally across a field to 

the right of a house with solar panels 
and toward some power line poles and 

a Horse Chestnut tree. 

Keep to the left of the tree, then 
bear right, keeping farm buildings on 

your right.  Reach a gravel track and 

Turn Left. 
Where the track reaches a road, 

cross to a footpath ahead.  At the 

second power line pole Turn Right 
through the hedge and over a 

footbridge. 

Follow the field edge until you reach 
some farm buildings, then dogleg left 

and right, following the direction of 
the power lines.  At a gate to the 

road, slide past the right gate post 

and Turn Left onto the road. 
Follow this and keep ahead at a 

crossroad.  In one hundred yards look 

for a kissing gate on the right.  Pass 
through. 

Ahead is a narrow field that looks 

like a race course.  It once was.  
Follow the straight course. 

After half a mile, or four furlongs, 

shortly after a small pond and just 
before a small oak tree, Turn Right 

through a metal gate. 

Follow the field edge to another 
metal gate and pass through.  Keep 

dead ahead along the field edge then 

through the farmyard with the cattle 
pens on your left. 

After the pens, look for a track on 

the left, running along the left edge of 
a field, toward a house.  Just before 

the house, Turn Right onto a path 

that skirts the house to the right and 
meets a gravel road in front of two 

cottages.  Turn Right. 

Follow this road until it turns left, 
then take the footpath ahead, keeping 

to the left of a ditch. 

A well defined path passes to the 
left of the buildings of Knight’s farm, 

then along a field edge.  The path 

doglegs right then left to cross a ditch 
and continues on its right side into a 

valley, across a river and climbs the 

far side. 
Where a path joins from the left, 

keep ahead to descend toward the 

houses of Fressingfield. 
Cross a white bridge over a brook to 

a road.  Turn Left. 

You will see the Chapel ahead on the 
right.  Pass it and turn right into the 

close and the car park. 

 
Roger Knight 
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A small friendly business established in  
Hoxne, we can offer the following  

professional services: 

• Landscaping 

• Garden maintenance & management 

• Hedging 

• Fencing 

• Decking 

• Patio laying 

• Site clearance 

• Disposal of garden waste 
 

CALL NOW FOR A FREE, NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 

Please call Barry for a free quote 
07958 568 467 / 01379 669 253 
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R GRITTON 

Professional Decorators 

High quality, reliable service 

For all your interior and 

exterior requirements 

Telephone: 01379 586768 

Mobile: 07766 982600 

B.C. GODDARD 
INTERIOR / EXTERIOR 

PAINTER, DECORATOR 

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

Call Brian for a free quote on 

01379 388174 

or mobile 

07759 956627 

www.bcgoddard.co.uk 

Mr P C GILBEE M.S.S.Ch M.B.Ch.A 

HCPC Registered Chiropodist 

Registration Number CH24740 

Member of the British 

Chiropodist Association 

Home visits by appointment 

Telephone 01379 740339 

Parish Council Reports 
Please see page 2 for contact details 

and website addresses for all Parish 

Councils. 

Denham 
The Parish Council is meeting again on 

Wednesday 28th November at 7.30pm.  

Venue to be confirmed.  Please check the 

noticeboards or website for confirmation 

of venue. 

Hoxne 
Grants to Community Groups – Using 

powers under the Local Government Act 

of 1972, the Parish Council has an annual 

budget available to make financial 

awards to community organisations in the 

village.  If you have a project that you 

may require funding for, a copy of the 

Grant Awarding Policy is available on the 

Parish Council website: 

hoxne.onesuffolk.net 

Village Sign – The Parish Council would 

like to thank both the County Councillor 

Guy McGregor and District Councillor, 

Elizabeth Gibson-Harries for their 

financial support towards the village sign. 

The design is now at the final stage and 

work on this project continues by the 

Parish Council. 

Highways – The County Council 

Highways website is a good way to report 

your concerns about potholes, verges, 

road signs etc and this can be found at 

www.suffolk.gov.uk/highways 

Housing Needs Survey- a presentation 

will be made at the October meeting by 

Community Action Suffolk and Mid Suffolk 

District Council on how to progress a 

survey for the village.  The Parish Council 

feels this is an important piece of work to 

assess housing need in the village. 

Next Meetings - The Parish Council 

meets on the first Thursday of the 

month.  The next meetings will be 

Thursday 4th October at the Playing 

R&J’s Taxis 
Your Local Taxi Service 

Private hire Luxury Taxi Service 

Airports, Shopping etc. 

Enjoy your night out with our 

reliable and courteous service 

Competitive Rates 

Tel: 07432 255085 

or 01379 776000 
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Field Pavilion and Thursday 1st 

November at St Edmund’s Hall.  Both 

meetings will commence at 7.30 pm.   All 

are welcome to attend. 

Syleham 
Since our last report the Parish Council 

has met twice. Both meetings involved 

planning issues. 

On June 6th there was an extraordinary 

meeting to discuss the outline planning 

application for 4 homes to be built on a 

vacant plot on the Weybread Road.  The 

Council did not oppose building on the 

land, but did object to the specific 

development proposed.  The application 

has been subsequently rejected by 

MSDC’s Planning Department. 

On September 5th the scheduled 

meeting had to deal with an application 

by the Monks Hall Estate for a barn 

conversion at the junction of Hoxne and 

Syleham Road.  A site visit was arranged 

and concluded approval to the scheme 

with caveats.  The site floods and the 

developers should direct the offending 

water course underneath the Hoxne Road 

and away from the site.  And, all building 

contactor traffic should be parked off 

road to avoid congestion and danger on 

the public highway.  MSDC Planning have 

been informed. 

At the same meeting the Council 

discussed the proposed boundary changes 

involving local government.  The 

Boundary Commission is proposing that 

Syleham and Wingfield are moved from 

the Hoxne to Fressingfield constituency.  

This would end the historical link with 

Church diocese boundaries and the 

established focus of village life and 

indeed the Village Voice!  The Council 

has written to the Boundary Commission 

about its misgivings. 

The next scheduled parish council 

meeting will take place on Wednesday 

7th November at 7.30pm in the Village 

Hall. 

Wingfield 
The Council held its first meeting with 

its new augmented and fully 

complemented membership on August 

3rd.  Our new members, Rosemary Elliot 

and Robin Feavearyear, were introduced 

to the vagaries of local government.  

Albeit your Parish Council works at 

grassroot level, it must deal with national 

issues and be governed by the same 

regulations as District and County 

Councils.  Here are some recent diverse 

illustrations: 

Cone Tree Nurseries -  This small 

business on Top Road wants to offset the 

falling pound and future problems 

threatened by Brexit by building a 

greenhouse to grow its own plants and 

reduce its reliance on importing them 
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Computer Repair & 

IT Support 

Fast, Friendly and 

Understandable 

PCs, Laptops, Printers, 

Tablets, Virus Removal, 

Tune Ups & Upgrades, 

Broadband Problems, 

Networks etc. 

Home User or Small Business 

We Can Help You! 

07908 222428 - 01379 668150 

www.callthecomputerguy.co.uk 

HANDYMAN SERVICES EYE 

All manner of repairs 
improvements & general building 
works undertaken large & small. 

Friendly reliable honest work. 

Please call Mark 

07818 088080 

01379 871399 

from the EU. This has involved MSDC 

Planning Department and the PC in 

extraordinary Council meetings, site 

visits and correspondence.  We are happy 

to report that the problems involved have 

been resolved and Cone Tree has been 

given the opportunity to grow their 

business and thrive in Wingfield. 

Armistice 1918 - In November, this 

country marks the end of WWI one 

hundred years ago.  12 members of the 

Wingfield community died in this war.  To 

commemorate their sacrifice the Council 

has approved the planting of 12 lime 

trees on Wingfield Common beside the 

pond. 

Public Participation - At the last Parish 

Council meeting, the Council was 

challenged by two residents.  Firstly, 

about its adherence to the rules and 

regulations governing its behaviour and 

secondly its governance of common land.  

In both cases the problems have been 

addressed.  The procedural errors will be 

rectified and the infringement of 

common land investigated and found to 

be unjustified. 

As a constituted body of government, 

Wingfield Parish Council is answerable to 

its residents and welcomes being 

questioned about its performance.  We 

invite you all to our next meetings to be 

held at Wingfield Barns on Friday 28th 

September and Friday 30th November 

starting at 7.30pm. 
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The Lunch Bunch Visits... 

A 
t just two days’ notice, the lovely 

staff at the Fox and Goose in 

Fressingfield squeezed us in for a 

celebratory lunch.  It was a slightly 

autumnal day but dry and soon to be one 

of our party’s birthday!  Given how often 

we all now go out for lunch on your dear 

readers behalf, Birthday lunches are 

becoming a regular event!  When we 

arrived, the carpark was already almost 

full, so we knew it was going to be a busy 

lunchtime.  Our welcome was warm, and 

we were quickly shown our table and 

offered drinks.  There appeared to be a 

large party already in the main bar area, 

so it was nice to sit down. 

The Fox and Goose has always been 

thought of as a pub you only go to for 

special occasions, but with a very inviting 

deal, two 

courses for 

£15.95, and 

three for £20.95, 

so for the quality 

of the food a 

very reasonable 

offering, we 

have agreed to 

move it from the 

specials list, to 

when we want 

somewhere nice to eat list! 

So, the food!  Well the menu was 

delicious sounding and I suspect they could 

have served any of the items to us and we 

would have all be delighted, vegetarian 

and fish options were available, and they 

can and do offer to tailor your meal if you 

have any food allergies.  We pondered and 

had a drink but finally choose, the 

fishcake, the pate and Suffolk Chorizo and 

peaches for starters.  Some warm bread 

with butter was brought to the table for us 

to eat, and very quickly our starters 

arrived.  They were beautifully presented 

and mouth wateringly delicious.  Clean 

plates all round 

were returned to 

the kitchen.  

After our water 

jug was 

replenished, our 

main courses 

arrived.  

Spurgeons 

sausages, mash 

and seasonal 

veg, Pork fillet 

with sauté potatoes, mouth-wateringly 

butternut squash puree and Sea bass on 

crushed potatoes with baby tomatoes, 

olives and capers…. Again, beautifully 

presented, but also eatable and very very 

tasty.  The flavours of the ingredients have 

been very carefully thought out and they 

use local and seasonal.  Then dessert.  

Again, I think we would have all happily 

eaten any of the items on the list as they 

all sounded rich, 

indulgent and tasty!  

But we opted for the 

crème brûlée, Panna 

Cotta and Chocolate 

orange mousse along 

with coffee. 

All in all, a really 

lovely lunch.  The 

staff were attentive, 

happy in their work 

and the atmosphere 

warm and friendly.  The food worthy of all 

the awards and features in specialist food 

guides and now a 5 star thumbs up from 

the Lunch Bunch diners!  

Pub Menu Starters from £6.50, Main 

Courses from £9.50, Desserts £6.50 or 

Lunch time specials: 2 courses £15.95, and 

3 £20.95 

The Lunch Bunch 

The Fox and Goose 

Church Road, Fressingfield, IP21 5PB 

Tel. 01379 586247 

www.foxandgoose.net 
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homes, which leads to NHS expenditure on 

bed blocking for which there have been 

some modest initiatives with small 

voluntary schemes.  And today fewer 

families have the space to help, and not 

everyone wants to be in a granny flat, or 

a sheltered or care home.  Continuity in 

the family home is preferred. 

With Workaway there are spin offs such 

as better international understanding.  My 

guests have come from the UK, France, 

Holland, Jamaica, New Zealand, and 

Brazil, mostly older women who take over 

the running of the household and deal 

with the day to day domestic business 

which were once the preserve of wives. 

So, if you are on your own, a widow or 

widower perhaps, have the usual 

problems coping with running your home, 

need some help, and either cannot afford 

it and council money is not available, you 

may be interested to check whether 

Workaway can help fill the bill. 

All messages and photos travel through 

the Workaway computer which protects 

those concerned until they arrange to 

share their contact information, after 

which e mail, Face Time and Skype 

provide a good way of establishing 

rapport.  My experience of the scheme 

over the past year with seven very 

different guests has been good, and I now 

have seven new friends on my mailing list. 

The latest guest, a woman from New 

Zealand, has just boarded a train at Diss 

Station with her rucksack heading south 

for Stanstead, en route for Peru.  Her 

passport was stamped for a three month 

visit.  Her successor, a writer/playwright 

from Paris, arrives in four weeks time.  

She is a returnee who would like to get 

her prize winning play translated and 

performed here in the UK.  She comes in 

as an EU citizen.  Hopefully EU guests 

from 26 countries will still be able to 

participate after EU day. 

You will see from the Workaway website 

that it is not a dating agency.  It is the 

A Word from Wingfield 

Workaway 

S 
ome time ago I advertised in our 

weekly Quaker magazine (The 

Friend) for a resident driver 

companion, since at 93 it seemed better 

to have someone else at the wheel.  The 

only response was from a Friend in York 

who said she couldn’t drive, but might be 

able to learn to do so.  Then my daughter 

told me about the Workaway website 

www.workaway.info, an international 

scheme which links hosts and guests 

around the world. 

The host’s agreed profile joins others on 

a computer which also carries the profiles 

of some 40 thousand guests.  They pay a 

modest annual registration fee which 

enables them to get in touch with 

potential hosts in places where they 

intend to travel.  The host pays no fee. 

There is a tick box for the host to indicate 

the sort of help sought, such as cooking, 

laundry, shopping, gardening, baby care, 

housework, etc and in return for five 

hours of help a day, the host provides the 

guest with free board and lodging. 

The guests, often from abroad, who are 

not employed if they are not British, come 

into the UK as visitors, and stay for 

periods of time mutually agreed, anything 

from a few weeks or more.  My first 

somewhat older than the average guest 

was a 78 year old man who stayed for 

three months.  Many are students, but 

others are adults with no family 

constraints, who are seeking adventure 

and a change of scene, or wish to improve 

their English. 

The scheme provided a convenient way 

of helping me to cope: elderly, aged 93, 

but not yet in need of care which is not 

always easy to come by.  One of today’s 

problems arises from the availability and 

capacity of the state to help the growing 

number of the elderly to remain in their 
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world’s leading community for 

volunteering, working and cultural 

exchange with over 30,000 hosts from 

170 countries, sharing culture and 

languages with rural community projects 

and families. It brings you into touch with 

interesting enterprising men and women 

both young and old.  Successive guests 

are all different and flexibility and 

adjustment to routines may be called for, 

but that is a small price to pay for a 

scheme which costs very little except for 

some measure of adaptability. 

Initially I stipulated that a guests first 

week was “on trial”, but found that to be 

unnecessary.  However, one potential 

guest came first for Sunday lunch with 

her lap dog to meet her host and the 

domestic scene.  The dog scared a goose 

and it disappeared and so did she! 

Tommy Gee 

 

to a symbolic design used by a notary or 

scrivener.  A notary performs acts in a 

legal affair, usually witnessing signatures 

to documents, whilst a scrivener [Latin for 

scribe] would read and write a legal 

document. 

A Suffolk notary or scrivener thought that 

he would leave his mark in his local 

church; this seems an odd thing to do as it 

would surely be noticed by the vicar or 

churchwarden.  As the majority of people 

couldn’t read or write.  The device can be 

compared with other interlaced designs 

dating from the 14th to the 16th century. 

J S Purvis was the author of ‘Notarial 

Signs from the York Archiepiscopal 

Records’, published in 1957 and with other 

publications  including details of the 

monumental brass of the notary Robert 

Wimbill [d.1479] at St Mary le Tower 

church, Ipswich, it would appear that 

Hoxne had a local notary. 

It would also 

appear that 

the Hoxne 

design had a 

signature 

underneath 

which is very 

faint to 

decipher.  I did 

take a look at 

the nave 

arcade the 

other day, but 

remember that 

these pillars 

were once 

painted and 

later stripped 

on paint; 

perhaps a detective in Hoxne can find the 

exact location of this curious design?  I 

enclose a drawing of the design for those 

who are interested and as a record for the 

history of the village. 

Stephen Govier, Elmswell 

August 2018 

Graffito in 
Hoxne Church 

I 
 was recently shown a book entitled 

‘English Medieval Church Grafitti’ 

which was written by Violet Pritchard 

in 1967, which showed an illustration of 

what seemed to be a reliquary or pyx in 

the form of an interwoven cross on a 

chalice like base.  I was not aware of this 

feature in the church although I know the 

architecture of the church fairly well. 

In one of my archive folders I came 

across some notes I had made in 1989 

including a forgotten note about the 

graffito.  This intricate design was 

engraved into one of the pillars of the 

circa 1400 nave arcade at the north east 

end. 

Bari Hooper, the Essex based historical 

graffiti expert, did some research 

relating to this design which he ascribes 
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Crossword 
Puzzle No. 126 

To enter the crossword 

competition, send* your 

solution to the editor 

for a chance to win £10.  

The winner will be the 

first correct entry 

picked at random from 

those received by 

Thursday 8th 

November latest. 

*Don’t forget you can 

email a photograph or 

scan of your entry too! 

Across 
7 December to February down under 

(6) 
8 Various deltas are seasoned (6) 
10 A mad tan could make one resolute 

(7) 
11 At the ends of the earth (5) 
12 Lazy pop star by the sound of it (4) 
13 Home sweet home in the frozen  
 north (5) 
17 Tighten the propeller (5) 
18 A seaman a cut above ordinary (4) 
22 Audibly permitted (5) 
23 Careful use of a nation’s wealth (7) 
24 Begin the summary again (6) 
25 Cowardly Blue Peter presenter (6) 
 
 

Down 
1 Claims I make regarding a belief (7) 
2 Can I be friendly (7) 
3 Started for example in an embargo 

(5) 
4 Plug made from the maintop (7) 
5 Beer at the end of the road is not 

fresh (5) 
6 Have great regard for an entrance I 

hear (5) 
9 Amazed at the greed stag displayed 

(9) 
14 Day came to found college (7) 
15 Set free from blame (7) 
16 Depending on the encircled city (7) 
19 Wee child I found in an outhouse (5) 
20 Freewheel by the seaside (5) 
21 Grieve early in the day it seems (5) 

The winner of crossword puzzle no. 125 was:  Iain Gibson — Hoxne 

Answers: Across 7) Pollen 8) Easier 10) Several 11) Green 12) Lute 13) Board 

17) Relay 18) Form 22) Inert 23) Leveret 24) Absent 25) Invert 

Down 1) Epistle 2) Elevate 3) Bears 4) Laggard 5) Rider 6) Frank 9) Allowable 

14) Destiny 15) Gourmet 16) Imitate 19) Lilac 20) Least 21) Ovine 
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www.jrautomotiverepairs.co.uk 

Email: enquiries@jrautomotiverepairs.co.uk 

Automotive 
Repairs 

Phone: 

07769 968160 
01379 388378  

Unit 4 

Corner Green Farm 

Wingfield Green 

Wingfield 

IP21 5RE 

Servicing 

Diagnostics 

Air-conditioning 

Brakes 

Exhausts 

Tyres 

Wheel Alignment 

MOT’S 

 

HOXNE POST OFFICE & STORES 

LOW STREET, HOXNE 
Tel: 01379 668254 

Visit your local village shop where you will find a full range 

of provisions including groceries, newspapers, tobacco, fresh 

produce, free range eggs, bread and our off-licence. 

Dry cleaning is available too. 

Shop opening times 

Monday   0745 to 1730 

Tuesday   0745 to 1730 

Wednesday  0745 to 1730 

Thursday   0745 to 1730 

Friday   0745 to 1730 

Saturday   0815 to 1730 

Sunday   0900 to 1200 

Bank holidays  0900 to 1200 
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